
BEFORE THE I NI'ERSTATE COMMERCE COJVIMISSION 

In the Ma tt er o~ the Applicati on 
of 

DEEP CREEK RAILR AD COMPANY for a 
Certif i cate of Public Conv enience 
and Nec essity for t he Aba ndonment 

) 
) 

~ 
) 

by Applicant of its 3nt ir e Line of ) 
Railroad and the Opera t io n thereof , ) 

Fi na nc e :Qocket No . 1 230 ? 

under Paragraphs ( 18 ) to ( 21 ) , ) 
i nc l usive, of Sec t i on 1 o f the ) 
Int erstate Commerce Act . ) 233 /Cc,, 3f7 

) 

--- - - - ~--------) 

RETURN TO OtmS TI ONNAIRE 
--· . ;L -

Deep Cr eek Railro~d Company , ha v i ng made applica 

t i on to the Interstate Comrnerce Comraission under Para graph 

( 18 ) of Sec t ion 1 of the I nters t a t e Commerce Act , a s amended , 

f or a cer t ifica t e of publia convenience and necessity autho r ~ 

zing Applicant to abando n t he whol t:; of its ra i lroa d and th e 

opera t i on thereof , wh ich applicat i on i s fi l ed in the o f f i ce 

o f t h e Commiss i on i n Fina nce Docket Ho . 1230? , her eby af 

fi r ms tha t the notice of the ap pl i cat i on has been pub li shed 

i n t he form pres cr i bed by t he Commiss i on, a t l east once 

duri ng each of t hree consecut i ve weeks , i n t he follou ing 

nmvspap er s : 

Tooele Tra ns cript - Bulleti n; begi nning Friday , February 3 , 1 939; 
El ko Independent , beg i nn i ng Friday , Febr ua ry 3 , 193 9 ; 
El ko Fr ee Press , beg i nni ng Friday , February 3 , 19 39 ; 

that sa i d news papers are or general circula tion in each of 

the fo l lowi ng counties of t he stat es named : 
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Nevada Elko County 

Utah Tooele County 

Elko Independent and 
Elko Free Press 

Tooele Tra nscript - Bulletin 

wh ich are a l l of the states and count i es in which the line of 

railroad proposed to be abandoned is situat ed ; and the ident i

f ied newspaper cl i ppi ngs hereto attached (as Exhibits A-1, 

A- 2 and A- 3) conta i n true co pi es of t he not ice as publi shed 

in said nev1s papers . Applicant also submi ts the following 

i nformat ion r equired by t h.e Commiss i on : 

QUESTI ON 1. \7h en, by v1hom, and for what purpose t he line 
1, as constructed , a nd i ts propri e tary history. 

The line or railroa d was con structed by Appl i 
cant , Deep Cr eek Ra ilroad Company, a Utah 
corpora t i on, i n 1916-1917 . It commenced 
o perations i n the spr i ng of 1 917. It vm s con
structed in anticipati on of the dev elopment of 
a mini ng center at and nea r Go ld Hill, Utah , 
( principally copper mi nes ), ·-:h ich devel opment 
wa s contingent upon t he construction into sa i d 
t erritory of a rail carrier . The ~ est ern 
Pacific Railroa d Company, an i nterstate r a il
road carrier n hose main line o f r a ilroad runs 
from San Francis co , Ca li fo rni a , to Salt La ke 
Ci t y , Utah , pa ssi ng through ·.-_'endover , Utah , 
caused Applicant t o be organized . Ever since 
1 918 The Tiestern Pacific Railroad Company has 
owned and held (subj ect to dir ec tors ' 'qualify
i ng s hares) a l l of Applicant ' s cap ital s to ck . 
The proce eds from t he sal e at p ar o f th e capital 
stock of Appli ant , ~450 , 00 0, ·wa s us ed to con
struct said r ailroa d . The ? estern Pac i f ic 
Railroad Company is t he Debtor in a ~roceeding 
fo r its reo rganization under Section 77 of th e 
B'ederal Bankrupt cy Act now pending in the 
United States :Ji strict Cour t :for t ha Northern 
District of Californi a , Sout hern Di vision, a nd 
I1.'1essrs . T. VI . Schumocher and Sidney M. Ehnnan , 
Trustees o f the properti es or sa i d The ~estern 
Pacific Ra ilroad Company, appointed in said 
proceeding , ar e t he s ucc essors of The ?J est ern 
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Pac i f ic Railroad Company i n the owner sh ip or 
the sto ck of Applic c1nt, wh ich stock is subj ec t 
to li ens of the '.7estern Paci fic mo rtgag es. 

CJ JES 'TI ON 2 . Th e investmen t cost of the lino as shown by the · 
Applicant ' s book s , s ta t ed a s 110arly as po ss i b le 
ac c ording to t he pri mary a c co unts pres crib e d by 
the Commissi on. 

A TS iiTlR 2 . (S ee page 4). 
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Answer to Question 2 

The Inve stment Cost of the Line as shown by t he Applicant 's books 
at De cembe r 3lst ,1938, st at ed according to the Primary 

Accounts prescribed by the Commission 

ROAD 

(1) Engi nee ring 
(2) Land f or transportation purpos e s 
(3) Gr ading 
(6 ) Br idges , trestle s and culverts 
(8 ) Tie s 
(9 ) Rails 
(10 ) Othe r track materi al 
(11 ) Ballast 
(12 ) Tracklaying end surfacing 
(1 3 ) Fences , snowsheds and signs 
(1 6 ) Station and office buildings 
(17) Roadway buildings 
(18) ate r stat ions 
( 26 ) Te legr aph and t e l ephone line s 
(37) Roadway machine s 
(38 ) Roadway small t ools 
(40) Revenues and oper ating expenses 

dur i ng construction 

Total Road 

EQUI PI1;ENT 

(51) Ste a.m locomotive s 
(54 ) Passenger train ca rs 

Total Equipment 

GENERAL EXPENDITURES · 

(71) Organi zat ion expense 
(72) Ge neral officers and cle r ks 
(73) Law 
(74 ) Stoti one r y and pr i nting 
(75 ) Taxe s 
(77) Othe r expenditures - General 

$ 13 .rno.88 
1,370. 70 

74 ,783.14 
6,6 21.89 

96,893 .87 
172, 916.06 

28 , 727.80 
17, 280.71 
57, 945.21 

12. 42 
9 , 342.23 
2, 24 2.71 
6 , 592 .03 
6,693 .03 

92 . 00 
369 . 47 

(red) 1, 548 .84 

5, 223 .56 
2, 441.13 

382 . 85 
3,320.29 

230 .14 
537 . 69 

1, 310. 40 
84 .76 

Total General Expenditures 

TOTAL I NVESTMENT I N ROJ._D AND EQUIP:W.ENT 
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$ 493,501.31 

$ 7, 664 .6& 

5, 866 .13 

507, 032 .1 3 



QUJ.::STION 3 . A copy of the Applicant ' s gene r a l bala nce sheet 
of the lat es t date ava i lable, a n d a co py of t he 
Applicant ' s income account for ea ch of the l as t 
five calendar years , and for t ha t portion of 
th e current year for wh ich t he informat i on is 
available. 

Af-JS 1aER 3 . (S ee pag es 6 , 7 and 8). 
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(Page 1 of 2 Page s) 
An~Ne r to Que stion 3 - Par t 1 

Gene r al Balance Sheet of De cembe r 31,1 938 

A S S E T S 

I NVESTMENTS : 

701 I nvestment in Ro ad & Equipment 

706 I nvest ment in Affili at ed Companies 

Total 

CURRENT .ASSETS: 

708 Cas h - E.C. Bates, Treasur e r 

71 3 Traffic & Car Service Bal ance s Receivable 

71 4 Net Bal ance Re ce i vable from Agent s and 
Condr s . 

71 5 Miscellaneous J-.cc ounts Re ceivable 

71 6 Material and Supplies 

71 9 Other Current As set s 

Tot al 

illJADJUSTED DEBITS : 

723 Insurance Pr emiums Pai d in Advance 

727 other Unndjustod Dbbits .. Ln.t erl ine 
fre i ght in Transit 

GRAND TOTAL, 

- 6 -

$ 507,032.13 

42. 45 

3,332.90 

141.50 

93.ll 

4 77.43 

91 2 .36 

ll.55 

$ 507,074.58 

4,968 . 85 

35.00 77. 24 

i 51 2 ,1 20 .67 



(Page 2 of 2 Pages) 
Answer t o Que st ion 3 - Part l 

General Balance Sheet of December 31, 1938 

STOCK 

751 Capi t al Stock 

LONG TEfu\'l DEBT: 

L I A B I L :I T I E S 

757 Non- ne gotiable Debt to Affiliated Companie s 

CURRENT LIABILITIES : 

759 Traffic and Car-Service Balance s Payable 

760 Audited Accounts and Wage s Payable 

761 Miscellaneous Account s Payable 

762 Matured Inte r e st Unpai d 

766 Unroat ured Inte r e st Accrued 

768 Pr epaid Charge s ~n Tr e.nsit 
Total , 

UNLDJUSTED CREDITS: 

771 Tax Li ability 

776 Accrued Depr eciat ion - Eqµi pment 

778 Other Unadju sted Credits - Bi l ls in 
Su spense 

Total , 

CORPORATE SURPLUS : 

779 Additions t o Property thru I ncome and 
Surplu s 

784 Profit and Loss Bal ance December 31,1937 
(red) 

784 Pro f it and Loss Bal ance J anuary 1 to 
December 31st, 1938 (red) 

Tot al 

$ 

GRAND TO TAL 
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$ 813.41 

1,725 . 56 

49. 57 

15, 236 .(:)7 

600 . 00 

11.55 

49.57 

5 , 791 . 84 

295. 65 

1 , 446.54 

117 , 914.49' 

19 , 215 . 00 

.;ii 450 , 000.00 

173 , 230.40 

i 18, 436 . 16 

6, 137 . 06 

(r e d) 135 , 68 2. 95 

$ 51 2,120 . 67 



ANSWER TO QTJESTION 3 - PART 2 

INCOME ACCOUNT FOR EACH OF THE FIVE CALEliDAR YEARS 1934 TO 1938, BarH INCLUSIVE 

YEAR 1934 

QPERATING rncor.n,; 

Railway Operating Income 

Rai l way operating revenues $ 7,382.90 
Rai l way Operating expenses 12,016,77 

Net revenue from railway operations $ 4,633.87 

Railway tax accruals 786.80 

Railway Operating Income $ 5,420.67 

REi'ITS PAYABLE 

Hire of freight cars-Debit balance $ 197,40 
Rent for locomotives -

Total Rents Payable !-$ 197.40 

Net Railway Operating Income $ 5,618.07 

OTHER INCOME 

Miscellaneous rent income ~ 6. 11 

Total Income $ 5,624.18 

MISCELLANEOUS DEIDCTIONS FROM INCOME 

None $ -
Income Available for Fixed Char ges $ 5,624,18 

FIXED ChARG~ 

Interest on funded debt : 
(a) Fixed Interest $ 3,298.30 

Interest on unfunded debt -
Total Fixed Charges_ $ 3,298.30 

Income After Fixed Cha r ges $ 8,922.48 

CONTINGEll'r CHARGES 

None $ -
Net Income $ 8,922.48 

Income Balance fi'ansferred to Profit and Loss $ 8,922.48 

NOTE 1 Information is not yet available for any portion of 1939, 

N0U:-Itallcs denote red, 

YEAR 1935 YEAR 1936 YEAR 1937 

$ 5,355.39 $ 4,308 .88 $ 4,565,40 
12,579,74 12,504,84 13,004.27 

$ 7,234,35 t 8,195.96 $ 8,438.79 

801.50 905.85 973.47 

$ 8,025.85 $ 9,101.81 $ 9,412.26 

$ 91,50 $ 134 .oo $ 133.60 
- - -

$ 91.60 $ 134.00 $ 133,60 

$ 8,117.45 $ 9, :J35, 81 $ 9 , 545,86 

$ 12.50 $ 17,50 $ 12.50 

$ 8,104,95 $ 9,218.31 $ 9,533,36 

$ - $ - (? -
$ 8,104.95 $ 9, '218,31 $ 9,533 .36 

,, 
3,773.79 "' 4,226.74 $ 4,658.07 ,? ·? 

,50 ,61 12,96 

$ 3, 774,29 $ 4,227.35 $ 4,671,03 

$ 11,879 .24 $ 13,445.66 $ 14,204.39 

$ - $ - ,, -•1 

$ 11,879.24 $ 13,445.66 $ U,204,39 . 
$ 11,879.24 $ 13,445.66 $ 14 ,204, 39 

YEAR J.938 

$ 4,263,30 
13,389.19 

$ 9,125.89 

1,017.46 

$ 10,143.35 

::i 239,60 
350.00 

$ 589,60 

$ 10,732.95 

$ 12.50 

$ 10,720.,15 

$ -
$ 10,720.45 

1) 5,152.41 

.69 

$ 5,153.10 

$ 15,873.55 

'$ -

1 15,873.55 

$ 15,873.55 



QUESTION 4 . The main physical chara cteristics of t he line -
as to ruli ng gra des , curvature, wei ght of r a il, 
and stat e of' ma int enanc e . 

ANSVlER 4. The m8 in physical characteristics of the line -
as to ruli ng grades, curvature, wei ght of r ail, 
are as follows : 

Ruli ng Grade - 3%. 

Maxi mum Curvature - ( 14° 00 ' curves 'Hendov er to 
Gold Hill. 

(20° 00 ' curves Go ld Hill 
t o end of mai n tra ck. 

Y!eight o:f Rail - 60/f i n ma i n t rack; 45 /) in 
sidings . 

The ma i ntenance has been r educ ed to a minimum 
cons i stent with s a f ety . 

Q.UESTION 5. The esti riated sa lvage va lu e of the line , wi t h a 
gener al statement of the basis of t he est i mate . 

AN3'J!ER 5. The t o t a l estima ted salvage- va lue of the line, 
i nc ludine; equi pment , is ~j12 , 600 . 00 . The s a l
vage valu e of rail and ot her t rack materia l is 
based on a s crap value of Cl4. 00 pe r gr oss to n, 
Sa n Fra ncisco , Ca lifornia , less fre i ght , 
J6 . 944 per gro ss t on Wendov er, Utah, to San 
~r anc i sco , less cost of r ecovery . 

The est i ma ted salvage value of other mater i al 
consisti ng of furniture, section too l s , push 
cars and t elephone sets is 017 , 00. Build i ngs 
will produc e no salvage . 

The estimated salvage va l ue of one l oc omotive 
and tender and one comb i nati on coach and bag
gage car is J305 . 00 . 

The salvag e va l ue of r a i l and other tra ck 
ma t erial , f . o . b . San Fr unc i sco , i n rec ent 
months has varied from ~14 . 00 to )17. 00 pe r 
gr oss ton . 

There will be no c ash r ealized from the s ale of 
right of way as only 16 acr es wor e actually 
purcha s ed at a cost of vl OO . OO , th,0 ba l anc e of 
t h o ri ght of 1,,1ay havi ng been dona t ed or ac
qui r ed fr om t he u. s . Government . 
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QUESTION 6 . The names of a ll r a i lroads wi th wh ich t he line 
connec ts for i nterchange of traff ic and the 
points of such interchange . 

ANS 7.ER 6 . The sole connectio n of Deep Creek Ra ilroad for 
interchange of traffic is wi th the 1estern 
Pacific Railroad at We ndov er, Utah . 

QUESTIO N 7. A brief des crip t ion of the present tra in ser
vic e on the line , and of important changes 
ma de in t he past five years. 

Al\SWEH 7. • The present troin scrvio o consists of a mixed 
tra i n ope r ated one doy o week on t he follo wing 
sch e dule : 

No . 81 , mi xe d tra i n , depart i ng v,fendov er 5: 15 
P . li . each Fr i doy , orrivi n s Go ld Hill 8 :15 P . M. 
s ame date; r eturni ng r:o . 82 , mixed t r oin, de
porti nr; Gold Hill 9:45 P . r:I . same date, arr iving 
~ondov or 1: 00 A. M. Saturday. 

Nb other schedul ed trains havo been operoted on 
Deep Cr eek Ra ilroad ond no i mportant cha nges 
mo. de in servico duri ng the po.st fiv e years ex
c op t ne c es s ory c hanges in schedul es from time 
to t i me on a ccount of change in time of tro ins 
of i ts corm:2c t i on o t · ' en dover. 

QUESTIO N 8 . The nomes of oll stat ions on t he line, stated 
in or de r wi t h mi l epost numb ors, with t h e Dp
pr oxi mc t c population of ea ch, ond the authori ty 
f o r the infor mat i on, showi n g for each place t~ 
names or all other r a ilroads by wh ich it is 
served, or its dis tnnc o by highw::1y from the 
ncnr ost o t hor roilron d4 Di st ingui sh non- agency 
sto.tions . 
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ANSWER 8 . 

Dis t a nce 
A12~rox,i ~nn t e Pol2,:d-l ation Names of' (Mil es) by 

Est i mat ed Other Rnil- h i ghvmy from 
Names of Population r oe.ds by near es t 

Md::. St ations 1930 Census Jon .1939 wh ich s erved Oth or RR~ -----....,.._.--
o.o Vlendovor 205 200 W.P. R. R. Co . 

1 9 . 2 * Salt 
Spri ngs No t lis ted 0 Pone 54 

30.6 * Dunlop No t l ist ed 0 No ne 48 

36.7 * Gorr i-
son 

Monst er Not li3ted 0 None 54 

44 . 6 Go l d Hill 152 75 0 No ne 60 

* Indi cates non- agency stations. 

0 Es timnt od by P . J. Peclrnns, Geno r ol .Agont o-r the 
West ern Pacific Ro ilrood at Sol t Lake City, Ut□h . 

QUESTION 9. The npproximeto popul a ti on of t ho t erritory 
s or v od by th e l i ne , expla ining how t ho limits of 
th i s territory or e defined . 

ANS','.iER 9 . Th e limits of tho t orri t or y s er v ed omb r nc o t he 
a r ea bound0d on t he W8st by a lino midway be
t v-.reen Applicrea nt' s li ne and tho 1\ova da No r the rn 
Roilr ond ; o n t he oos t by o line 30 mil es on s t 
o:Ji'.' Appli cont ' s lins: , and on th-a south b y a line 
50 miles s outh of Go l d Hill. 

The oppr ox i moto populDt i on of t ho t erritory 
served is 530 . This est i mate is based on 
f i gures from t he " G0zet t o0r 11 pub lished by t r.e 
R. L. Polk Co . , i n 1930 , ex copt t ho t t he De 
partment of Int orior fi gur e:s nr e used f or t he 
Go shut e I ndi an Rosorvot i on . 

Tho present populo.t i on i s sli ghtly l ess thon in 
1930 . 
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QUESTI ON 1 0 . A do t 2 iled sta t ement o f' t he l o eDtion a nd nature 
o f th e h i g hvmys a v o ilo.bl o f or mo vomont of the 
tra ffic no w handle d by t ho lino , a n d of th e 
oommon carri e r tru c k ond bus s e rvic e on sooh 
hi ghwa ys , if a ny. 

AJ\1S V1"ER 10 . The lo co t io n of roo ds ava il ab l e f or movomEm t of'' 
t ho troffic to on d from 'if cndov Gr, now ha ndled 
by Appli<:l!ont' s r o i lroo.d, is ind i cc t c d o n mop, 
Exh i bj_ t 11 B", a ttached to c ppli cction fil e d 
hor o i n . 

Nonnnlly, a ll traffi c woul d move ove r the dir t 
r ocd b etween Gold Ifil l , Th.rnl o.p and So l t Spri ngs 
and junctio n wi th U. s . Hi g h~ay 50 in Township 
30 No rth , Rongo 68 :::::o s t , M. D. B . & M., in 
Novado ; t he nc e over paved Hi ghway U. S . 50 
b ot rrnon nbove ment i oned junction a nd Wendover. 

A port io n of the tra ffic 7o ul d b e rout e d from 
Gold Hill ov e r t he t h r o ugh h j_ g hrmy b ot v70on 
El y , Nev e. de , and So l t Lake City, Utah . 

No r oc ulnr c ommon c o. rri e r truck o r bus s orvi oe 
i s in opor ot i on over t hose h i ghwoys to GolQ 
Hill . Somo truc k i n 6 i s perfo rmed b y i ndi vi du
a ls o r s o -c2llod itine r ant truckers . An 
i nd ividua l r es i d i n g c.t ·._r endo v or, ';;ho opero t os 
2 one - ha lf ton truc k cop obl e of c a rryi ng one 
o r t r10 pn sscngers , has o contro ct to handle 
mo i l t o Gold Hill on Mo nday of e□ ch week . 
Spec i a l tri p s to Go ld Hill c □n be a rrang ed 
t h r ough g c r a g es a t Wendover . 

CtUESTI ON 11. The nc:ture of' the i ndustri e s in the tribut Dry 
t erritory ( suc h o s f a r mi ng , mining , lumber i ng , 
mc nuf8 cturi ng , e tc . ) , how lo ng estobl i she d 2 nd 
t he ex t ent to whi c h eoch is de1:1e ndent u po n the 
line fo r t r ansport at i on . Stste locat i on a rd 
other f oots co ncerni n g t he most i mporton t 
plnnts served . 

A.i\lSFEH 11 . Ther e ore c. number of' lessees o:f mining pro p 
erty i n the tribut ary t err i t o ry . Some o-r th e 
mines were est o.blished pr i or to 1900 . At one 
time t h e re W8s a lso a st cmp mill o t Go l d Hi ll. 
Hon eve r , t he o r e is i n " p o c ke t s " c nd most of 
t h e mi nes hcv e been wo r ked out or t he meta l 
ero ded . Except for a smell tonncge t oken out 
by l e s sees , th e best property i n the d i s trict 
hc. s been cl s ed most of the time . Ther e is -no 
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subs tant i a l ac tivity or indic a tions of pot en
ti a l tonnag e at pr esent. Accor di ng to Sol t 
Lake vol ley smelter operator s , future mini ng 
operations in t he district or e no t dependent 
upon t he continuance of operations by the Deep 
Creek Railroad . Iron or e flux from t he min e a t 
Garrison 11,,Ions ter, h i ch for, some y ears moved 
i n substant i a l vo lume, decreased cons id erobl y 
end duri ng the l nst yeo r amou nt ed. to only t hr ee 
co.r s . 

No ngriculturol product s or e produc e d fo r s hip
ment. Ther e is no l umberi ng or manufa cturi ng 
of ony k i nd . Th er e ore no plant s or ony kind 
served by the Deep Creek Ra ilroad . The only 
i ndustry mok ing ony use o-r the tri butary t err i
tory is livestock . The only potenti a l t r a ff ic 
of this character cons ists of a f ew carloads 
of sheep to and f r om Gold Hill each spr ing and 
fall , th e g enera l pr act ice bei ng to trail the 
s heep herds unless dur i ng giv en yea r s gr az i ng 
condit i ons a r e poor or t he a n i mals ar e too 
weak to be driven . 

'rhe Goshute Indi an Reservat i on a t Ibc:peh re
c eives c fey1 smoll s hi pment s on Gover nment 
bills of l od i ng a t Go l d Hill. However , t he 
ma j or :port i on of the Res er vo. t i on s hi pme nts is 
t rucke d . 

QUESTION 1 2 . The pas s enger traffic ha ndled on the li ne in 
ea ch of the l ~st five cc l endor y eo r s 1 giving 
separately t he numb er of loca l nnd connect ing 
li ne pas s eng ers (if tlre l at t er designa t i on is 
oppl icob l e) and the r evenue from eoch class . 

AJ:.J0 ·,7:2R 1 2 . ( See pcg e 14). 
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Answer to Question 12 

The Passenger Tra ffic ha ndled on the Line in each 
of the Five Calendar Years 1934 to 19381 both inclusive 

LOCAL INTERLINE TOTAL 
YEAR PASSENGERS REVENUS PASSENG3RS REVENTJE PA SSENGTG:R.S R~·~\T?'t,TTJE 

1934 33 <f, 
· / 74 .70 29 $ 58.38 62 $ 133""08 

1935 __ 19 31.20 16 39 . 48 35 70.68 

1936 27 38 .23 39 77.91 66 116.14 

1937 4 8 41.85 41 37.35 89 79 .20 

1 938 33 30.00 36 29.10 69 59 .10 

TOTAL 160 215.98 161 24 2.22 321 4 58 . 20 



-'.JUESTION 13. The freight t onnage handled by the line for 
each of the l as t five calendar yenrs , sho wing 
t h e number or cars and the tonnag e of carload 
freight , class ifi ed by princ i pa l c ommoditi e s, 
and the tonnage of less - than- ca rload freight. 
Show in sep3rote statements (a) lo ca l freight 
o ri g i nated ct nnd dest i ned to points on the 
line (b ) frei ght moved between points on the 
line ond poi nts beyond it, and (c) f r ei ght 
neither ori gi nated ot nor destined to poi nts 
on t he line (overhead o r bridge traffic ) . 

Al\B '!TER 1 3 . (See pag e 16) • 
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Answer to Question 13 

Stateme nt of t h e Freight Tonnage ha ndled by t he Line for ea ch of t he five Years 1 934 to 1939 ~ both i nclusive,:showin g t he numb er 
of c·a,:r;s an d t he tonna ge of c ar l o.ad -freight · cl asBifi ed by principa l commodities and, the t onnage -of le ss-than-carload f r e i ght 

YEAR -
1934 
1 935 
1936 
1937 
1 938 

TOTAL LO.{C.AL 

1934 
1 935 
1 93 6 
1937 
1938 

TOTAL INT. 

PRODUCTS 
: FOREST 

Cars Tons 

... --
... 
-

-... 
... 

10 : · 204 
10 204 

GRAND TOTAL 10 204 

PRODUCTS 
AGRIC ULTt1RE 
~ Tons 

PRODUCTS 
MI :N-:ES 

Cars Tons 

PRODUCTS 
Ai\JDiALS 

Cars Tons 
MTSCELL..4NEOUS 
Cars Tons 

(a) Loca l fre igh t originated at a nd destine d to points on the line 

- ' 

( b) 
2 
2 

3 
1 
8 

-
Freight 

4 0 
55 -

73 
25 

193 

... 

moved· b e t :i:reen points 
77 3087 
61 2596 
53 2279 
4 5 1635 
20 8 'ic0 · 

256 10437 

... , 

.. 
on the 
55 
14 
21 
85 · 
56 · 

231 

line 
640 
151 
210 
876 
551 

2S: 28 

6 
2 
1 
7 
3 

19 

227 
83 
42 

292 
125 · 
?69 

and points beyond it 
1 . 12 
2 29 
... 
1 
6 

10 

10 . 
103 
15s, 

• 

L. C,. L. 
Tons -

9 
5 
3 
9 
1 

27 

144 
4 3 
72 
63 

;.. 52 
37·1 

TOT.AL 
Cars Tons -

6 
2 
1 
7 

. 3 
1 9 

135 
7 9 
74 

1 3'± 
93 

515 

236 
88 
45 

301 
· 1 26 , 

? 96 

3923 
28 7(;; 
2561 
2657 
1775 

137.90 

(c ·) ·Freight neithe r origina ted at nor destined to po·i nts on the line .(overhead .or bridge traffic) 

NO N E · 

8 193 256 10437 231 24 28 29 923 4 01 534 1 ,:.,586 



QUESTI ON 14 . (1 ) If the li ne to be a bando ne d i s l ess thon 
the entire mi l eage opera ted by t he Applic ant, 
a sta t ement showing t he effect of the :proposed 
abandonment on t he net r a ilwa y operating in
come of the Applicant . The statement should 
i nc l ude for each of the l ast fiv e ca l enda r 
years and f o r that part of th e current yea r 
for which the i nfo r mat i on is ava il ab l e : 

(a ) The Applicant ' s ra i l way operat i ng revenue 
from traffic handle d loca lly between 
points on the line propos ed to be aba n
doned ; 

(b ) The Appli~ant ' s r ailway operat i n g r evenue 
from traff ic orig inat i ng on or dest i n ed to 
poi nt s on the line :proposed t o be aban
doned and a l so handled on other pa r ts or 
the Appli cant ' s l ines of r a i lro ad ; 

(c ) An estimate in detail of t he tota l opera 
ti ng r evenue t hot s hould be ass i gned t o 
t he line proposed t o be abandoned a nd a 
statement of the reasons for s uc h assign
ment ; 

(d ) The expense of operat i ng the li re propose d 
t o be abendoned, · s tated by appropriat e 
primary a ccounts , a ctua l so f or a s possi 
ble and otherwise opproxi moted, 111i th a 
full sta tement of' the method used ; 

( e ) Rc ilway t ax acc r ue.ls with method of' a p
port ionment ; 

(f) Oth er it ems ent er i ng into t h3 Appli~ont ' s 
income a ccount and assignable to the line 
proposed t o be abandon ed , wi t h methods of 
nssignment ; a nd 

(g ) The costs of movi ng the traffic on th e 
li ne proposed to b e aba ndoned b eyo nd the 
l i mi t s of s a id l i ne on other por ts of 
t he Applicant ' s lines , with metho d of 
de t err i no t i on . 

Revenues from fr e i ght , pQss enger, and other 
service should be sho 1n s epa r a t el y . 

( 2 ) If the Applicant ' s li ne is operated os 
port of a system undGr commo n c ontrol a nd 
mcncgement, o stot oment for th e some peri o d 
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a s required i n paragr aph (1) s howi ng the ef
fect of the propos ed aba ndonment on the net 
railway operating i ncome of the syst em and the 
unit memb ers thereof . Th j_s statement s hould . 
s hov, t l1e revenues a cc r u i ng to the s ys t em and 
its unit member s from traffic movi ng to and 
from the line propos ed to be abando ned and 
t he costs o-r ha ndli ng s uch traffic . · The 
method of det ermining such costs also s hould 
be s hown . · 

.AJ\B ;PIER 14. I napplicable , as ent ire mileage o:f li ne is 
propos ed to be abandone d . 

C{UESTI ON 1 5 . If the volume of' fre i ght or passenger traffic 
of t he li ne ha s decreased duri ng r ecent yea r s 
any r easons ther efor . 

AJ\B'PER 15 . The rail r oa d was constructed i n ant i cipatio n 
of the development of a mi ning center at or 
near Gold Hill . The history of the r a ilroad 
i s practically a h i s t or y of the copper mi nes 
i n said center, as unt il 1 925 ore (pr i nc ipa lly 
copper ) cons tituted from 75% to 90% qf ori gi
nating shi pment s, and throughout the li fe of 
the railroad approx i matel y 85% of the bus ines s 
carri ed has ori gi nated on t he lino . The 
copper or e mi ned nea r Go l d Hill developed a 
hi gh ars enical content in the y ea r 1925 and 
became s o l ow gr ade a s copper or e that i t was 
no l onger pr of i table t o extract the copp er . 
For a time the ars eni cal ore was marketed , but 
as t he arseni c market of the wor l d i s v ery 
limi t ed and su ficient arsenic is obta ined a s 
a by- J r oduc t from t he conc ent ra t i ng of ord i
na r y , o r f:,Ood gra de , copper to supply that 
market , it was not profitab l e to ma r ket ore 
s o l e l y f or its ars eni cal cont ent . Pr act i cally 
a ll of the large mining properties at or near 
Go l d Hill ha v e ceas ed operat i ons al t ogeth er 
and t her e i s no like li hood t : at there ever will 
be a substantial r csu..mpt i on of operat i ons in 
the dis tric t . 

Shi pments of livestock , whi ch have ranked nex t 
to or G i n tonnage , ha v e fa llen off' to pra c ti
cally no thi ng due to t ha practi ce at the 
pr es ent tin1B of dri ving an i ma l s over the 
mounta i ns to transcontinenta l r a i ls instead of 
s h ippi ng t hom over t h0 r ailroad . 98% of li ve
stock shippe d consists of shipments of sheep . 
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Duri ng the past nine years the number of sheep 
r aisers has greatly decreased and the only 
shipments of sheep over the railroad occur 
when fee d in t he area is poor a n d the animals 
are too wea k to drive over the mounta ins. 

The total population served by the railroad is 
now estimated at 500 (due to the cessation or 
mini ng operations and the decrease in nurab er 
of stock raisers) , and the population travels 
by motor . 

The territory now served by the r ailroad is , 
therefore, at a stnndstill s o far as pa s senger 
traffic or s hi pments ori gina t i ng from or 
destined to it are concerned . 

QUESTIO N 16 . If the line is operated as a joint facility , 
and abandonment or the Applicant ' s opera t ion 
only is proposed, state fully the facts as to 
operation by others and the extent to which 
it wi ll supply t he place of the operation it 
is proposed to aba ndo n . 

A NS½3R 16 . Inapplicable . Line is not opera t ed as a 
joint facility . 

Q,UEST ION l? . Stat e what effort has been made to dis pose of 
t he line so as to insure its continued opera
tion, a nd what , if any, transport~tion 
s ervic e Hill remain or may b o substitut ed for 
that proposed to be d isco ntinued . 

ANSVIER l?. In an endeavor to insure i ts cont inu ed opera 
tion an effort was ma de t o int er est s ev eral 
of t he large mi ne owners i n eithe r buying 
the railroad or leasing it for a nomi na l 
l ease r ental; however , such efforts wero com
pletely uns rocessful . The only int erested 
inquirer as to the property was a Mr . Harry 
J os eph of Sa lt Lake City , but after leng thy 
negotiat i ons he stated that he was unable to 
finance s uch purchase . If p er mit is grant ed, 
the railroad will be ent ir ely aban doned and 
salvaged , and it is not propos ed to substi
tute any other form of transportation for 
that to be discontinued . 
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Q,UES'rION 18. A summary statement or the reasons for the 
application. 

A:NSWER 18. Applicant has operated its line of railroad 
for twenty-one full years, In that period 
of t:fi.me the operations have resulted in a net 
profit for but three years, 1923, 1924 and 
1925. The mining in s a id district is practi
cally at a standstill, a ll of the large prop
erties being closed without any anticipotion 
of ever reopening, due to the copper ore 
being so low grade that it is no l onger prof
itable t o extract the copper . As the line 
of railroad wns constructed to s erve the 
mines and has always depended on mining for 
the great majority of its r ev enues, and as 
the territory . travers ed do es not produce any 
traffic, the railroad now serves no useful 
purpose. Applicant's parent company, The 
Western Pacific Railroad Compuny , a nd, sinc e 
1935, the Trustees or s a id parent company 
have mndo advances on open book account to 
Appli~ant to make good the operating defi cits, 
and until rec ent years the parent company ' s 
earnings on traffic interchanged with Appli
cant more than offset such annual deficits . 
However, during the last f ew years the parent 
company's earnings on traff ic interchang ed 
with Applicant were less than Applicant's 
deficit in operating income and it,. is im
practical and uneconomic for Applicant's 
parent compa ny to continue making a dva nc es to 
oi fs et Appli~ant 's deficits anffi Applicant 
cannot operate in t tE absence of such advances. 

EXHIBITS FURNISHED 

Ex:hibi ts "A-1", "A-2" c nd "A-3° ,' a ffi dovi ts of publi

cation of notic e , are at t ached to original Return to 

Questionna ire . 

Respectfully submitt ed, 

DEEP CREEK RAILROAD COMP ANY, 

By CHAHLES ELSEY ___ ..,.....____ Presid ent. 

-20-



STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ) 
) ss. 

City and County of San Francisco, ) 

CHARLE3 ELSEY makes oath and s ays : 

That he is the President of Deep Creek Railroad 

Company, Applicant herein; that he has been authorized by 

proper corpora te action on the part of said Applicant to 

verify and file with the Interstate Commerce Commission 

the foregoing Return to Questionnaire of said Commission 

with respect of the application in Finance Dock et No. 

1 230?; t hat he has carefully examined a ll of the statem ents 

ref erred to in said return and the exhibits at t ached there

to and made a part ther eof ; that he has knowledge of the 

matters s e t forth i n said r eturn and trot all such state

ments made and matters set forth ther ein are true and 

corrent to the bes t of his knowledge, information and be

lief. 

Subscribed a nd sworn to before me 

t h is ~=££_ day of 11:a rcr_,. , 1939. 

FLORA EALL 
Notary Publi c 

In and fo r the City and County of 
San Francisco, Stat e of Ca lir ornia. 

My Commission Expires May 5, 1941 . 
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CHARLES EIS EY 

(SEAL ) 


