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PACIFIC R.A..ILWAY CCMPANY ET AL. · ·AB.,\NDONMENT 

' ·~ 1 

. • Submit.ted .. l:iaY ii: i942~ ' . Decided June ll, 1942. 
. ,., 

I•' 

Cert:l.fica.te issued permitting (1) abandonment by the Cen­
·tra.l Pacific nailway Company of the . part of ,its 
Promontory ·branch betvrnen Lucin and. Corinne; 1 and . 
( 2) abRndonment of operation by the Southern Pacific 
Company ( a) over the Promonto:ry branch· be'tween Lucin 
and Corinne Junction, and (b) · over the Oregon Short 
Line Railroad bet\veen Corinne Junctipn and Ogden, in 

· Box Elder and Webe_r . Counties, Utah. Condition pre- · 
· scribed. ' · 

! • 

E. J. Foulds ~nd R. s. ·Nyers for 'applicants. . 
George M. I!Iason, H. W. Ansell, ~ H.· W. Prickett, Charles A. , , . . _. 

Root, .,,. William · J ... : Lowe,. .. J. B ... Costello, Robert R • .. · . _ ... · · 
Bowen, rn . J. Thorne, John P. Holmgren/~'-·and·-osey" ~:",:~-~~--.,~---,., . -: 
J ensen for protestants. 

REPORT op· THE; COMMI?SION 

·DIVISION 4, COivlMISSIONERS POnTER~ . MAHA.FFIE, AND MILLER 
' ' ! ' "' 

'' •. •. 
B,Y· DIVISION 4: 

• • ~ j 

~ :The Central Pacific· Railway Compa.ny and the Southern 

·,,.. 

Pacific Company applied on Harch. 9,· 191:2, . for permission 
.( 1), for the Central Pacific to abandon tl;w '. part -9f its · 
Promontory branch. between milepost 680.288, ·.near ·· Lucin, 
-to a point at or near :corinne 1 about 120/78' miles, and -
· ( 2) for the Southern Pacific to abandon ' ( a) opere;l;ion over 
tha.t part of the . Promontory branch, and the parts extei;ld- ' 
ing fro!Jl the com:icct.1on ·of • the ·branch with, the Southern ·' 

• ' ~ J 

Ppci~ic~ s ma~n 11nc, at or near Lu.qin, to 'milepost ~80. ~88, -, . . 
aoou·c 1.15 .m1.lef? and from Corinne . to Corinn.e_ Junction,... .. ·~ · .. ,. ,· 

- .. :..
1 

•. : .:..~ ~ al;i~rn:c·..: 1 .• 83.~:-m.tle s .~-- ,and,-(b) .' operatiofr· ovor . tho .Oregon Sh9rt, ·t·: ··· ·\.:.: ·. ·. • : 
Lino Ra ilroad · bctwoeri. Corinne Junction and Ogden, about3 • · 

' ' 

·. 23.10 miles, . all .in Box Ela.er . and· Web or .· Counti cS', · Ute.he-:- · 
1 .. ' .,J, .~I~ ' I ), • • •. 

-·· To bo rotahrnd tcmpore.ri.ly :for·. tho dismantling. of, a · com--~~·· 
. pany- _rock ·quarry; · no ,sqrvico : to . the public involv._ed • . ' .. · . 

2 • . · . .' •. ,• . . . '· • ,r,,)_f ' ; . • ' • \ 

Uscci· also by the Union Pacific R.ail!'oad Company,. lossco 
ot ,tho Oi"o_g'orr Short 'Linc. ' ,· ·:,, .'.,', \ '-. .. '. , . ·i . '., · I ' <-~ 

·,t-;., 3. :~ · · , : {l · .: l , · ;<,": . : .. ,: .. ~· --:,it .. ~•; .. :-; .: ,i~)·1i·~-~'- -:·.-, ... · ·.· ' , 
· • •• 

1i1'otRi, bracket ( 2) , : ~about J.46.,86 miles. , /•···• 
. • ' , • '. 'i ' ' .•. , ' .• ,: ' ' ', i~ • , . 1 . . l .. 

' . ',. 
' 1.--, .. 

• . , ·i . 
. . : 
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Except as · otherwise in~icated, · all point$ m~ntioned herein 
are in the:~ State • . Protests , vvere filed, • and a hee.ring we.s 
helff. Representations by State authorities will be consid-
ered below · ' · · : · '· 

• • l "', • 

The Promontory branch we.s bu:i.l t in - 1869 ' as pa'.rt of the 
first transcontinental r~ilroad. It extends north · of ✓the 
Gre.?~t . Selt Lake ·from Corinne 'Junction to Kelton,' and then · · ·· 
southwest to Lucin. Title t:1ereto pa(3sed in 189_9 ;to . the .:- 1 •· 

__ Central _P_acifi c, _a ._: subsidi 0 r..y ~o:f..,. --the -- So.uthern- :2.,-;,e.j..f ic,--·-,---­
uhich operates the branch under; lease. See Control of Cen- , 
tr2.1 Pacific b;y Soutl1crn Pacific,· 76 :J;. C. c.,. 508. ·In 1904, 
the · Southern Pacific built a more dircct ,line ·betwecn Lucin 
a.na. Ogden, across tho lelce; and, because ' of its more favor­
able location and superior physical characteristics, this 
line . became pa.rt of tho m~in·. system ro-µtc to Ogden, anc1 
the railroad a.round tho n.o:r:-th · end of the · lake was relogat.ed 
to ·tho status and function of a. branch. i T~1ci branch 1 s only 
intormcd.i2.t o connections ar·e with _tho . Oregon Short .,Line 2.t , 
Corinne c:md Corinne J:"unction • . · ,. ,, I, · · 

' . ,'i , . 

, ); ' ... ' ,! • • ' ~ ' • • ' ' 

I. 

Abandonment of tho Promont~ry branch is p~~-opos.od at , 
this time upon tho grounds · that·, it has boon operated at a 
loss for many years, that tho volume •of •traffic offered ·,­
fo.r . movement ·.over tho "line is . so ·meager ·that lo.sscs '. arc .. · .. • 
incur~cd •even ·with the limited sdrvice now .furnished ,thereon, 

• 
0

• 2.nd ' thb.t . removal of.- tho 11no· _will ;onabl ci :t. rocovory:-oi' : largo · 
qu2.ntities of metal for application to -much morc .. :vi tal and 
recossary purposes. r· · · · :~ .:. ,·i '· · 

Tho state of tho branch a~ to maintenance/ is po'or, 
tho ra.il is .. tao: ·light for heavy traffic. Ee.stvvard .from 
station called Lake, again mcntioned •in greater detail. 
below, tho track is laid with 75-and 76:-pound rail, and 
wostvmrd _from Lake to Lucin, vii th 60-and 62-pound rail •. 
The . lino · ha.s been maintained with second-hand m'atori2.l, and 
maintenance wo'uld ~be much more · exponsi vc in the future;, .: · 

and · 
tho.

1 
I 

., 

because ½ho ·available ' supply, of s-µch material ', i 's about : I ' 

exhausted and bccau8o the cost of labor has increased~ Only ' 
li r;ht locomotivos ··•now can be ·:usod~ Tho 'speed of trains, ' 
ordin~~ily rest~1cted · to 20 ·~1lcs an hour '~est of K6lton , 
an;d 25· ·milos·=an hour ·cast of ·· thiit poin-:t;, . now is restricted , · 
by bulletin to 15 miles ari hour. It would be · impossible to · 

·.detour ·mC.:in-:-1 iri.o .. tra:ff i .c to -tho branch.·.,,,/., ... , ;· ,. ·; .' . .. ~. · ....... ~-\ , .. ' .. .... _: : ·-; ;·.. . .. ·;., : . •.'_.'; ·•~ :,• .,'• l•.,:: 
0 

I ,i.•:· .. ~ :·,•., 
. . . Possible ···vo.luo .of tho branch as o. doto·ur was : given .. : 
co·nsidcro.\ion · in. Southern .Pac.·: Co~· Abandonment; · 199. I.C.C., 
731.~nd 212 r;c~c~. ~98, -~n connection with a proviotis pno- : . 

. p o s ~.1 . to ·abc;tndon opct'E.tti·on b,t'.f~yvecm- Luqin ~nd K cl ton. · ; The •. · · 
p.rcsont · ;record -. indicates. -that .- thero has .. boon ·no change .in. 
e.vai~~1.ble_, alt6rriativc routo,s, that the. hazards ,·of dD.mD.go _ . 
or· in~erruption of service on ~ho main :lino arc no m0ro 
serious -~han before; ·: ~nd that adequate .. pr~vision hD.s been 

. · m2.do for ·protoctiqn against other· casualty that·: reasonably 
might bo anticj_patod.. In tho ' absence ·· of -ropros.ontfl.tions / 
by proper authori~ies ,to . tJ:?.o contrary,_ ··wo think fu:r;'ther 
consider<'.tion . of tho physical. ·relatiortship.~.of .· tho branph 
to the .mo.in lino is unne·cossary. , 1 •. ·. 



[, 
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The.·terri!Dr''y served by the Promontory br~~h-.. is · taken · 
to be , the part of Bo_x. Elder County lying north of t ·'.:'le .·line. 
Population figures are not ava:j..lable because t .he country :is 
very spa.rsely s~ttled. There are a few farms, but ' mos·~ of · 
the territory is barren desert. West of Kelton livestock 
raising is the on!y ' industry. In this sectiop sheep -graze 
ne a r the railroad at certain s~asons of the 'year; but they 
mo\;e · to other grazing grounds in summer, and by shipping :. 
t'ime.have moved to · territory neaJ'.'.er points on other rail­
•roa.ds. ·· · 'rhey are:. shipped., over .. the .~branch only.·. irJ. emergen-:-. . . 
cies, and in recent years very 'little.livestock has'• been . 
s:1ipped over the ' +ine, · as . shown by stati sties which follow. 

· It is not trucked to any great extent. Most o~ the. ro'?,¢1.s .· 
a re merely trails.· - · · · · · 

' 
Lucin woul·d con~cinue to be served by the Southern 

Pa.cific, and Corinne and Corinne Junction are served ·also 
by the Union Pacific. Exclusively-served stations .on _the 
branch, with their populations, milepost distances from . 
Corinne Junction, . and highway distances from · the nearest. 
available stations on another r?,ilroad are, · from vrnst _to 
ea.st,.Watercr.ess, O, 1Q3.l e.nd ·22.7 miles, Matlin,.o, · 90.1 · 
mil os, no highway, Qmbey, o, 80.3 miles, no ~ighway, feplin, 
0, '. -75_.6 · miles,· no h:j..ghway, K9l ton, 50, · ,68. ~ and 66. 2 miles, 
Nelle._, O, ' _59 ·a.nd 55.5 miles, MomJJJlent, o, 54.3 and 5_1.3 

., :mi~cs.; . Ko_smo, . . .<?, _51. ,3 and 48.3 miles, Lake, o, 47.3 .miles, • 
·. :· no .. ·highwe.y,- Rozel~ · o, 37. 9 and 34. 2. miles, Promontory, AO, · 

_30 : -r~i;id -. 24 ·mil.cs; Lampo, O, 20.9 . e.nd 19 mil9s, Blue Creek, 
. 9i .. 1_$. 5 .. ·.:.and '17·. miJ.;9s ,-~·Connor·;· o, :-14. 5 · e,nd 13 ·· mi:;Les ,·""' TuJ.four., 
. . o, 9~1: ruid 7.5--mlloo, · De.thol; ' o, 6.4 -and 5 miles, and Stokes, 

o·, 4. 8 -~?.nd· 3 .. mil0s. . All e.rc nonagoncy stations. Brigham 
.. ,.. City; , oh tho j.oiD,t_ly--:-usod . segment of tho Oregon Short Line, 

· ha_s 5,?41 pcop~c and 1s 4~4 mi:J,.cs, by rail,- . from Corinne 
.Junctii.on • . Tho Southern Pe.cific docs not - servo stations · 
hot,.,,o cri Brigham -~City· ?-!1d o·gd_o_:n. • . . .. _ ::_:: ' . : . 

. .. A mixed train was operated from 0-gdcn_ tq Lucin on .Wed- . 
_nosdays~ and ,:from -.Ogdon .to · Kol ti:m and return on Mondays · and. 

. . Frid r.ys; <.from _Docorribor. 30., · 1937-, t<Y: Juho 30; .1938; from 
_: Ogden to Lucin on Wednesdays, wi th -.on'...:call. freight service 

for co.rload freight ·.b.otwcori _ Corinne and Kelton,• from June 
30, 1938, · to June ·s, .1939 ;. and fro!l;l · Corinne to Kelton· and 

-return ori Wodncsdavs, 'with ori-call - service for 02.rload · 
.. . ·: freight bci?iJOon. _Koltqn and Corinne';• but on"'.'call '. sorv,ico 

·. for such f!'oight ·bO:ti}rnon Lucin' and Kol ton on Yfcdnosq.ays 
~mly; from .. Juno s, ·. 19 39, to March· 7, . ·1940. . Since the lat tor 
~c~to service for carlo.:i.d frclght has. been furnished .on call · 
on one 'day- Qf . thc :· wock ' onl_y'. -• Pasifongor traffi'c· durfng tho'. . 
fi v.o yonrs 19.37-:-41. consist cd principally .of hunting o:r other 

· s1:> oci'o.l p1;,rtios, '. . . tho number of passengers ranging from 214 
· to ·49~ i ·n numb~~; - and producing gross system ·revenue renging 
.fr·om :~231· to · $+, 305 • . : : The propo sod abnndonmoi;i~ would tosu~ t .1 

i:h no · displncOJ'11~.nt . of ... train ·.crows, . and mainto:q.o_;ncc-of-vmy ,· .• 
6rriployocs vmuld bo absorbod on tho ran.in ·lino, ,: · 
. . • . . . i°, · .. , •, ~-- _.... ' t . ' ' . ,: \. I • ..·.,. ·j.} . :· .. / .:· : .'. · .. . ' .. t . ' I • • 

Dul:'ing cnch · of ._tho . 2.bovc years,' iri, . order; . -~ho · freight 
traffic originated at or dostin~d to points ~ptwccn Lucin , 
nnd Corinne Junction was: ' Loc~l to th6 lino, ' c~rlonds, : o, 
4., 3, 1, o, loss-than.-carloc:i.d freight, 6 tons ', in i937, none 

\ 
., 

I 

. I .. : ' 
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t :1ereafter, total tons;·: 6; 55, 139, ' 50; ·o; forwa,rded to ·· 
p oints beyond Lucin or Corinne Junction, carloads; 676, 
879 , . 691, 572, 660, less-than-carload . f_r:~ight, ., tons, , 16., 
s ; 8, 2,- 2, total tons, 25,107, 35 7 478, .. 26,-,.611·, 20,132, 
83,585; and received from points. beyond LucJn or Corinne 
Junction·, .carloads, 23, 26, 23, : lQ, -15/ less~than-carload 
frei ght, tons, 44, 62, 41, 14, , 2, ·tota:l tons, 524, · 7~0, 
780, 2(;37, 205; totals, all. shipments, .ca.rs; ·599, 909, 717, , __ 
583, and 675, tons, 25,637; 36,253, 27,530, 120,449, and · 
23,790. . , , . , \., \ r• .. » i . \. .. 

, I : . , 

From analysis of this traffic according · to commodities, 
·it -· e.ppears · tha t :·-the · ter'rl t6·ry- trib'Utary' -t:o"c,--tfie 'PY•omont'o_ry ,-.r:- . 
branch produced for shipment over its railroad during this 
entire period of . five years ,· 12 cars of asphalt, 121 of' shee·;p, 
165 of cat'i::le, 820 of wheat and other grain, and 2,325 ;of ·:- · 
sugar · beets; -~otal, , 3,443, or an average of 689 cars a year. 
The sugar beets are raised in .the vicinity ·of Dathol, Stokes, 
and Rochqfort. · ·· 

,._,· ~ ' 
. . . . ' . . ' . . 

' ' ' ) ' ' 
As · shown by tho applicants, the results of operation · 

between Lucin and Ogden in ea6h _of , the years 1937-41, in · · 
order, were as follows: System railway operating revenues, 
$68;310, $84,054, $46,201, $14,638, $15,916; railw~y operat­
ing · exp enses assigned to the service in question, '·$49,029, ~ 
$43,508, , $31,542, $28,198, ' $30,802, and· cost of moving ~the · .. ' 
-:~ra.ffic on ~ther syst~~ _ linesl!. . $~,676, -$10, 243; $3, 535 1 · ·· . 
~874, $342, totals, , $08,705, ~53,751, $35,077, $29,072~ · 
$31,14i· net revenue from railway operations"id~ficits •in 
~tal_ics},~$9~605; $30,303, ·~11,124, ·@14;434~ · ~15;228; taxes, 
924,355, ~24~44lj .$29,656, ~22,988, ~23,684, miac~llaneous . 
irtcbm~, ~236; 82~~, $252; 0273, ·$256; .net · railw~y · oper~~ing 

,incc:>me, -l?l4..i...Ql4, ·_06,124:, . $18;,280; $3r;l49, '. and,(:,?38,656, · .or · 
a net :loss Jor the __ entire period of . ~?102, .475 • . ·. In comput:i,ng 
ravenues and expenses,· ·the ' applicants followed the method -· I 

the.t -has bee1;1 employed by the Southern :P~cific in previous 
abandonment ca,ses for · several years, re·c'ently .e~emp,Iified. in 
Southern Pac. Co. Abandonment,' 242 I~c.c: 484, ' 486 • . The net 
sc>.lv2.ge value of material recoverable on abandonment . is esti-
mated· a.t $321,479. · ·. · · · . . . -. , . ·:. _, ·· . .... . • 

-~ • • ,._ • ; I ' • • ' • : ,, • •.' '. / • 

. Uta~1. State Highway No. 83 clos'ely follows the: -railroad :· 1 

from ·co_rihne 'Junction - to Promon:t-ory, and ~rom Kosmo - .to Kel~ ·. 
ton. · It is substanti.ally parallel · . . to the -railroad: between . · 
Promontory and Kosmo, but at· some poi1;1ts 18 about:_ .. -4· miles ' ·. I 

di st2.nt. ,· Between Kelton . and· iYatorcress highway-fl 'a!'e at con-:- ·. 
sidor ,-:,.ble distances from .the rail.road. .The line is , closely 
paralleled betwecm Watercress and Lucin. , · There :L's .no. -common 
ca rrier bus service· in tho· t 'er.:r:-i tory; ' but •. 1a·· iicensed :: pe:rrier ­
gi.vbs., t _ruck sery.i _co into Kel,ton frorµ · Ogq.on1 

.. onc.e. ·-~a . w,e,e_~--- ·. -~-; ' 
~ · . . .. ' ~ . - t_,._: ."• '· .• • .• ·_: • .. . ' ~ . \ ~-/' .......... ., ·, __ ) 

''. < ', The . ~at'clc '' 8,l~d. ho~so ;gr~wors' ~s~o-ciati~~-.-~-:~::.~ -~·; , :1,El'.a.o~~ 
County opposes the pr_opo1?od : a.bandq,nmont bD_cau~e. cqnstruction .. 
of> tho ·railroad :via? ' aided by J.~arid grants f,rom tho ._Go'vornmon~ ;, ' 
c 2. ttlc_!Ilon and ranchers : locat·o.d in ·the territory from Tremon.;_ · 
ton to 'Luc in oxp coting·_ that'. the·: lino woul'q_ remain'; ' a.rid, ' if it 
is removed, land· values '"will: be rpduccd, . tho· county i:vill ~ . 
suffer a largo reduction in, taxes., and ._ thoso losses wil~ 
fall ,;, on tho farmers .and cattlemen~ . Because of· ros ·tr.ictions ' ' ' ' ' ' t ' ,. . '' 

\ .. . . :: . , ,· T.::., 

. . ·, . 
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on automotive tires, thS ciattlemen ~desir~ the railroad to be 
ret i ined as a means of travel. . ,' :·_, 

• • . • , , 1. ' . • ~ '. • ' I 

··.TK1e stockmen load their li~·estock . principally \at· Kel- . ,:··. -1; _ 

ton, which is a ga:thering point in ,. the ·western part of :_the " ··•, 
county. In each of the five years -:).937-41, '. in ord er, · such\ ·. 
sh~pments from Kelton wsre, · sheep, 30, · 3 1 4, · I; , c;.n:d .·_.P car~; 
and ca ttle, 37, s, 1, o, and O cars. ·The cattl~ .· now are · 
finiGhed in the vicinity of Boar 'Rfvor City, on ... U~ · .. s. · l{igh-:­
wa y No~ 30, about 3 or 4 milos.·no~th of Corinne. · .. Tl1e ·,,,vi t- · . 
n e ss representing tho association admits th.at tho population 
_f 2.iled · to f:lUpport .: tho rD.ilroaa.. Therefore, ~choy . cannot 
.r o2.sohD.bly. cxp,(3.'ct ... the.t the·1 linq ,1;,o ,pro§Ie;!:'YQ9-.: ._:_ ?-t tho . ox:ponse 
of . ot:1.er soctio'ns ' of ·the countr'y' ' as· 'a: odur~~ 'of ;: i ·a.x'c's'. to y,;.-. l 

tl10ir · county, ·or. . orily for uoo in anergoncics. ,·, Seo . Denver ·& R, . 
G. w. R. Co. Trust e es Ab a ncl.onoont; · 247 I. c. c,· .. 381·. · . · 

• • • ----:-- •,., : ,,• , •,, I r: 
. . ... : ;. ' . . · , 
At times of severe winter ·weather, when tho ne.tural · ~cod 

. of grazing animals is covo_roc1 dooply _with snow, ana th_o ~ · . . 
e.ni:nn.ls El.re isolated, it · is noo0ss2.ry that. feed. bo shipped · · · .. 
in to save them from starvation. . Tho receipts · of 'feed· in · . · · ~ 
02.ch. of ,tho yea.rs 1938-41, in order, amounted to · 5, 8, ;:,, . and , ' . 
2 cd.rs, , total, 18 cars, or. a.n annual __ e.vora go of . about five •-._ 
c c.rs • . If stormG coma up .over nj_ght, '· focd -, must be · secure¢!. ... 
wi t l1in from 12 to 24 hours~ Thora ·11.D.vo boon ' times v,hoh , 'r ,· 
storrns vrnre so severe that · tho effects would last from throe 
V/C eks to R month. Hanover, 1,7hon tho' animals a.re grazed at . ' 
dist 2ncos . remoto from railroads,· provision for emerg ency ; 
f ~~aing : is made .by storing concentrates at some mord or.loss . 
conv enient place . ,on the q.oscrt; and · it is conceded . t hat· tp.is 
could be done in ~territory · tributary to tho ' branch ~ lso • 

.,. ,- -:: . . ' . -~· t :· ~ ·: .- . ~ f; ~ ~ ... ~ ... ~ ~ ~ -. ...:_-: ~--- ~ ~?·'"·~ ~ -"~ ._ ·~ ..... ·--., ~ , ·~ ; . 

In general the whe Rt-raising ,areas bf the territory ape · 
loc2.t _ed in the , .Blue Creefr. Valley, extei:iding north~vard from · ··'.,. 
Lampo; 4 in ter.ritory .e.djac~nt . to Promontory; 1 and in th:9 : Eansel ., 
Valley, extend.ing n_orthward from KoSJno. u •. s. No. 30, a 
tre.nscohtinentnl hi ghwe.y, extends northward from , Ogden, . 
thrpµf_;h Bri gham City, : to ' Tremonton, a station . on the Oregon 

• I 

Short Line aoou,t 11 or 12 mil es north of Corinne; then north­
we st, through a community called Blue Creek, . north.· of Lampo,.· 
to Snowvil:J-e, north of Kosrno; then vvest to a point nort:1 of ·· 

~ ., . 

Kelton, _and thence north~vest to and across the Utahe-·Ictaho · ·. 
·St a te line •. · Tpis i ,s a paved highway in excellent cqrJ,di tion. 
I • • • •• • • I • •.•· : • • • 

. Tho distan.ce .from- t/. S • .. No. 30 .to Lampo is about · 20 
mileG, and. th_e grain shipped from that .station must be · 
truck ed to the railroad • . Additional distances .. necesse.ry to 
be truck ed from tho center of grain production north of Lampo 
to Tromonton · would be from 5 to 15 or 20 miles. In tho 6ase 
~! th_e. HanseL i:;Ya~l<?~Y.; ..: t~ie,.· __ g;"p.i~-- \~ ,~qw t _r._~ckf~.' ~5 mtlo.;s l from 
G.no nearest farm to Kosmo. The naul · from tho farthest farm ' ""· . 
in .. this valley· to Tromont'on would be · about 30 · milos. ' : From . . · 

' the JG erritory .tributary to Promontory, the · most f 'easible ·. ·: . . · · 
' : route for trucking . nould be to Corinne, · 24. 5 milo·s', . over ·e; · ' / · 
.. ,hi ghway 't hat: is _a dirt road . cast to La.mp'o, about ,· 7 miles,-· , ' 

but is ·· a good gre.vol. road' b oyond, although ' -travorsi.ng a . .. · 
t e rr?.i .n t hat · i ,s lo.w ,an,d , sw_ampy i'n .- sp·ot B'. A groat a,0 2 . .l o·f 
YJh CD.t i~ais od .in _tho ·v.allcys is· bcirig .·trucked o.t·· the 'present . 
ti m O e . ' .' , • , > ·i I I • ' ' i ' : • • f. 

. , i,J ·, 

. Sometimes spoll~d Hensel id the record~ 
. . ~ . . . . . . . . .-•• - · \ . 

\ . 
,. ' 
'. ' 

·,' 

•✓-. 
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Much .of tho who:1.t moves to Ogdon ·under tr21ris~t priv­
ileges, but in •l937-41, .in ordor; '·4,6.031 .7; ·106, .7,837., . , 
2,161, . and 2,324 tons moved to mills at Ogdon and ~t . · 
V~llojo, Cnlif., affiliated with R conbbrn , which has ' µt 
L~mpo o. small, modern elevator of abo~t 12,000-bushols 
c 0.p~'.city, but has used portable_ landing cquipmcnt -· v.t 
Promontory. -This concern furnished statistics · showing that 
in tho pnst decade aroas ._tributnry ·to ' Lrunpo J tnd _ P~omontory;i: 
seeded to ~11hont hnvo rl',ngod at 'lugh D.s 27,0QO -and 4! 50,0 5 : .,,. 
2.cros., wi tn m0ximum .. _ qrops ,.of'. !, 709 ,-QQ,O ~fl,n;..d _ _7,Q.,~90,.J.Pl.ls.IJ.cJ s .. , ., . ..;:.;-
r ospoc•t;i v el y . - In-· O,•.ch ' of ·' tho '"'f'l v·o ·. s~oasons , 1936-7 , to 19.40-41, 
in ordo_r, the. totnl crop nnd , tho volume he.ndlod by ·the cle- .. , 

·v..-,.tor oporo.:i:;or, rospoctivoly, wore, in .bµshols, Lampo, · '· 
392,000, 121,548; 600,000; 195,558; 700,000,\ 204,467; 400,000, 
47,240; 540,000, 46,623; -nnd· Promontory, 40,00Q, "t 20,629; · '. 
69,000, 35,237; 67,000, 44~·9.14; · 45;000, . 22,406; 70,000, . 

. 30,787; and, in tho 1941-42 see.son, .vol umo _handled, . LD.rnpo, 
39,904, nnd Promontory, 27,277 ·bushels. · In rocont ._yoars c. · 
lr.rgo qup_nti ty -of whec1.t was stored · ih tho terri·tory . of · 

. origin, When. thus stored, it is more likely to · b _e sol¢1 to . 
other purchasers, or to ,bo·: truckod ·to Ogden to got.?. bettor . 
mo.rkot. Tho o:j..ovator nt. Lo.mpo could not be oporntcd. v1i th,- .. 

·out ~ - r~ilrond, and tho c6mpnny 1 s businoss , would .cnd _there ~ 
if tho lino isD,bnndoncd •. . · ·. · 

• Tho fnrmors r.nticj_pato; if tho · r:silro-:".d is l'.b(.'_ndonod., 
th,"',t tho hri.ndi cl",ps of longer hnul s ._in · c.'..ddi tion.:1.l exp on so nnd 
loss of time, phrticulArly if tit -becomes n~coss~rY to resort 
to . tho .. use of _ho;r.s o-drc.'..y,n· _, vrn.g_ans., . . YfiU-~-ro s.'41 t -- --i-n---~cprocie..t-.. 
ing <cho. V,'.1,l uo of t}10ir lrmds -at . lcnst $5 nn ll.cr:c. - Much grE1.in 
is rniscd north of the pc.vod ·highviny. · ·:. ·· · .-

• t . ' ' . . • • , 

. . Dat~1ol and Rochefort, . centers .of the . sug_ar-beet pr9du,q- . 
tion, .. a.re 4. 8 and 5. 2 miles., respectively, from Corinp.e •. ... ' .. 
All ·the beets go to a refinery at Garland, : cin the Oregon ·.· 
s:1or'c Line about 22 or 23 m·i ·les north of Corinne Junction. 
This pi2,nt . dravJS· sugar beets from all._ directions, buf the . 
territory centering at Dathol and Rochefo:rt ,(at the · encL ._. of a 
priv2-te spur 2 miles soµth of Stokes, and included in tl7-a·~ . 
stc):tion) is said to be probably the best · beet-produc.tl'.lg · area 
of•.the Garl,pnd district. · There are -about 150 ·farmers in this · 
teri;,,i._to:ry and nearly all raise beets • . : Other cr9ps are pro- .. 
ducea, .but 'the tonnage 1~ compe.ratively small, ·and prnducts 
no ·c consumed loca.lly are .trucked put by canner_s. ·. The r21sil-· 
ro2.ct g ets only the beets. · '· 

, • • .,.. ' j, ~ ' 

, ~ , •. •. : • . •' ( "~I : : :,, • ' • ' :· : • 

. _ Ao_o1;1t one-four~h of the farm acrea~e, f'iri, r _otat~o1?-, ,.i is .. 
devo·ced ·Go . ~ oe·~ _t cul•Gi vat.ion "ca.ch-' year. : , From-.1,;· 500 . G_? - J., 60Q _. 
e.crcs were planted in beets: in 1942, but the average is , about 
1;30 0 acres • . Annual _production aggregates .approximately " 
20,000 .tons, which is tho oquival_cnt of slightly mo;rc · tha~ . 
60,000 . bags of sugar. I!1, each of .. tho years 1938-41, ·,- in order, · 
tho Garla.nd · refinery recoi vod :from Dathol , _54:, 58, 61, 104 · · · , 
cars, or 1,821, 2,234, 2,19_4, 3,714 tons, .and · from - St9lrns, .· 
531, 413, 379, 384 c~rs, or- 19,436, 17,599; 14,656, 14.,755 
tons; totals, 2;L,257, ·19,833, 16,850; and 18,6,49 ' tons. When · 
tho shipments arc made from tho loading stationp, _they are 
billed at a minimum _of , 70,000 ,_pounds a car, and tho _,waybill s 

, arc corrected gfter actual weights arc . obtained. . , . 
. 5 I 

St ,:i.n_dard bu~hol, No. 1 whce.t, 60 pounds. I , 
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' · The beets are h~uled from farm to loading poinJ~ . in 
rubbei~.:..tired wagon!3; · a.nd the average haul to D~:tl;1o\ or Stokes 
is fro1TI 2 to 3 miles. To Corinne the average haul vrnulc1 b~ 
2.bout 6 :miles, . or · ?-n increase of a.bout 3. 5 miles. .As .the 
g rouhd ·often b ecornes frozen before the end _· of Octob ,er ·.or · 
fir s t · of Noveml?er,' _.the harvest seas9n is limited to a.-_·pe:r;-iod, 
of ··a.bo.ut ·30 day-s, and it is · importe.nt · thEtt the _beets be · · 
10 2.cJ.-e d , and shipped -Within that time. ,. The longer vmgon haul$ 
to G9riime ·vmuld.-',e11ti::dl _adclitio:nal expense ·and . time,- which~· .. 

, it i ~a,:1'earea., ·.wodild -result ' in ' curtailment ;or · production .by · 

.· •, · 

. ha1f · .. -·. ~ ' ... >·r- '"' 1 ;. ·i•t'•,\,..· ~. , ~~-< ' .r1 ~ t·., r·:,._, .: 7 (, •:; .• ~·:(r· •'".r,«L.-..: "- ,.-' 
~ • • '• r ,_. j ' ,. • ' 11 I , _.,,__ I .. "{ , . -,. \ , , ,. ~ '-;' J '-. •-- • .~ 

.. . . . ~ ,l . , :'.f ' , ,,• '., ' -. , ', ' 

The ··u-:rack. :'cap2.ci ·by at; Corinne is about 5: I bars, e.nd at 
p r e sent the st0 tion is taxed to ca.pa.city with deliveries of 
b eets aggro_gating approximat ely · 6 1 000 tons within .the short 
h a r v est sea.son. · · An officer of the Union Pacific expressed · 
confi~ence that that carrier would be willing to provide · · 

,. ' 

I ' f 2.cilt tics at Corinne necessary for -the requirellfonts of". ; 
shippers in that vicinity, if the Promontory branch is '.e.ban.­
doned. · But tho protestants ask, · in that event, ·that -at ~ · 
lea st the segment from Da:thol to Corinne, 4'.8 miles, be . 
r ot a.ined for coritinued opora"):;ion · in order that the farmers .:, 
mv.y b e able to continue to raise boots and thus contribute ." ·' 
to tho Nation's sugar supply. For this segment to b~e opor- · 
?. tocl by tho Southern Paoific, i -t woul9- be necessary ·to oper- , 
a.to ~lso tho additional 23 miles from Ogdon; ~ut it ruhs . ·, 
so1TI0 engines · from Ogdon to ·nathol now. ·' Tho suge.r company · .'. 
oper a.ting "):;ho Garland. refinery docs not wish to acquire tho' 
s o grn611.'t ; -· trr;tma ri'1,y-··hcca-us_ o -1'nd-op ondcnt., ·operation v1.ould_p o. ; __ 
too . costly. ·: . Tho 1~ato to Ge.rland is 50 cents a ton, of Hhich 
tho · Southern P2.cific rocoivos 15 cents for tho short h,;:i.ul to · 
Cori:r:m ~~- In _l941 tho co _st of operating . sugar-bo~t trai_n,s ·.; : 
from . Ogdon to ~athol · or Stokes, and return, was ;;,,6, 288~ ·• · .- ·· , . 
Runs from Ogde:ti to D<1.thol merely to pick up tho tr2.ffic a.nd · • 
c1eliv er it to tho Union Pacifj_c would scorn to bo wasteful 
tre.n sportation.. .. ' , 

·It appears tha.t a.cquisition p.nd opera tion of ;Ghe -- Dathol- . ,' 
Corinne segment __ by the _Union Paciffc has not b ~en discussed 
with that ca rrier~ but this would se~m ·to affo~d the ronly 

· · p r~cticable solution of the beet farmers I problem if the · 
rema indGr of the .branch is abandoned. While we . are -without 
authority to r 9qui"ro : t "ho _·Or'egon ,Short Line or . the ·union' .. , · . 
P a cific ··to ct_ccJuire the ' segm·ent, .w_o think the. Centra.l P_a.cifi.c 
s ~1.ould be roqufred _to soll1 : j,.t , to either of those companies ·· , 
2.t it s fair not ,- salvB.go ·value, · if nuch ·un offer ic muda, . 
i-ii,thi h 30. ,da.y_o f?;gr.i ·the .d.\ 1i0 _of our_,_c_cq.1j;ific,?,~~ -hor,qi?_, ,_~d our 

pe-rri1:i·s □ i6ri horroin:: will~ ·u·c .. qoncL±tioncd' accordirigl y "' .- / .i.=.!.-:'_ '(
1
· ·:.:.:~ . . 

I • • • • • ··:. ' : .. . ;· .·' , _._ ·,; _, ', ·,' I ~~- :J ... ' • , I ·. 
1 ·.- ' " ''~ -:·_·· t =::·1-~) 

:A _s.alt :company began operations , .e.t Mor:turricnt about ," throe 
ye e.rs 2.go ·. · . It- oxpcc~s cvcrit_ually to I har,vost' pos~i b~·y . 5p, ~00 
tons o. year, but it ·has shippo9- none thus far :as it; .he.s not,- ·: 

"' h o. ry ostod enou gh sillt_ to ,s,µpply local , derilands.1• Monument 1•is . . 
23 miles from U. ·. s • . Highwliy- .No • . 30 :·a.nd 50 mllos . from : Tromo,n­
ton.. Tho company intends-· ·to build stor$,go-'facili ti.cs, so ' 
the:t; salt can bo ·. m:ov9d e.t _{µly - timo· of t~ .. c ,year on the• rail-·. 
ro e.ct. Be cau se· o'f tho condition of · tho roaa ·to Snowville · and ­
throur.;h Hr:ms.el Vc1.llcy.,_ it would .be imposGlblo · during s ·to:rmy 
sc,0.sons · ·to h 1:nH tho · product· by truck to the _paved highway,_ and 



I 
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' ' 
if the r a ilro e.d is ~be.ndoned the salt company will ml\~e no ·. 

1
:.'.. ' 

fu r ther investnrnnt. It had spent · over C2a,0;00 :t.o the -date 
of ' the -hee.:ring, : · · ,,.-,_ . · .. · · .. .. . .. _,, .:~ 

.The Ros.ett~ Asphalt Comp~n; has in~est~d ~100 1 000 i~ 
dev elop ing a deposit of asphalt under the surfice -of the_. 
12.k e~ It has fine.lly overcome difficul t ·ies .which have pr9- . 
vented or retarded qua.nti ty · production. · It, shippe9- E:3:j.ght 
ce.rload.s since September .. 1941,.· and _has · sold 118½ oars more •. ·· 
Tho product moves to ChicHgo, Ill.; and Nf.tchez, 1.111s·s. · :, rt .', 
is ,trucked 13 ~il _cs :i;-rom. t _hG .. ;d,opo.sJ:t . to the 1·,-r,.19-nt/ a·t ) tqie+~ .. ~ 
iYi thout the branch · it·· ,.,'.ioulci have to be · trucked to Brigham · ·. 
Qity, 50 miles, or to Corinne, ·39 miles, at fro~ $3.50: to · .. 
i,; 4 more a• ton. ,· ' . ··<i 

• 'i 1 I • 

From the testimony of :: the ·. 'cha:irmen ,of tho Board of 
County Commissioners of' B·ox Elder ' County it appear.s that . 
mos ·~ of tho county roads a rc good;. but · that • a ··cash · outlay ·. · 
of (as, 000 would b9 necessary, t ,o ' place . tho ·ontire road · ·. , . 

_betvJCen Promontory and Corinne in satisfactory corictition for 
use in _a.11, seasons. He · ste.tcs -that : (':11 the · wheat. coulc;i not ·: 
be transp9rted o:vcr this , road in ·'1ts ··proscnt.-,statc, and -tha~ ' 
difficulty is being oxporionced· in · obta.ining road-:-building.:, 

. eq1.:1ipment·. ·' · · . ·· .. 
• :: ' : I ~ I • l ' 1'" • • 

. Tho Public Service .Commi.ssio~ . of Utah ''. .Joips _tho State .. 
Department o'f. Publicity · and Indu-stria.l DoyoJ.opmcnt -_. i _n the · 
cont:ontio·n that, if · the ·branch·. i'f3 ·abandoned·, - s9rm , substi tuto . 
form :of . tro.nsportation should be provided by the · appl1,cants, · 
2. t r ·at_cs no hi p;hor thc.n · tho -proscnt·- r9,il · rates.:-- 1 -It . . seems ·, :,4•• • · 

ovic1crit that tho applicants would -be subjoct--to ti10 'same ~i:9-
.2.dva ntagos of unfavorable --road cond.i tions ·as arc pri vato ·:·: 
us e rs of the highways; ' and if tho ' J:'.O bids ·gre: improvoa.. 'much . 
incornr_eni.(mco to .;tho le.ttor.. from 1,loss; o:t: · -·~ho ,rn.ilro~1..d ._woul.d . ' 
_di s.::~pp oar. · • • · ·· .· :·· , . · · . -' '; · · 

.. ~ ' . 
, I 

Tho Promontory branch is a line ·of heavy. 'gr a des-. and 
many curves. To improve it •for modern main-lino op e r a tion 

.. ,voul~- cost milltons of . dollars; ·and -all :,app11rcmt .. _w2.rre.nt for 
such oxp onc1i turo ho.s boon· obvi.atod by constr"4otion .of tho ·,.: 
cros0-lc1-kc lino·. · ·· ·· 1 ... : · : •• ;., i"_ :.:·:· ;·· • 

I t • , _'I' I : I , , : 

The territory ·t~aversed by ~he branch evideriiiy -i ~- n~i ­
endowed with sufficient naturB.l re·sources to attract :more __ ._· .. , · · 
than a sca ttered fill.d, west of. Kelton, nomadi·c _popula•tion; ; " : 
but even the , spa:rse settlement of the country tha_=t }1as - · , ' 
occurred no doubt has been· encouraged to ·.some ext._ent· by the · 
existence of tho r nilrcie:d- in the -ter::ri.to,ry _:for ove,r 70 -years. 

· Nevo rthol0-ss, the few industries. devolopod -,t ·here· ov:er .this , ·;­
long period aro not wholly dependent on tho railro2.d. Other 
~oanG of · transp6~tat1on havd ·beon and a~o beipg ~sod • . . The 
possibility that rccoursa .maY again have to ·- bo ~ µ~ -to more , 
primitive modes of transportatl'on, because of rqs:Grictions 
ari-sing frorri t.ho '-' rmr .' omcrg oncy, :l;s an cvcnt ,-,too_ ·speculative 

' in n a ture · to · warrant wi thho1diri.g :the roll.cf .which '':th0 '· 0ripli-, 
ce.nt s · sOelc. 'Romovo.l of- the.: ro.ilroc.d will .rosul t in · some • ., ,. 
publi C inconvoni cnco, but ' it is apparent·' that, t_hq ,gonoral· .' ' 

, torri tory has not, .in a;ll lik:olihood will not-, ,: 011-Q. FOsqibly. 
c v.nnot., furnish traffic to tho - ~ailro o,d suffict.on~ · t9 support 

,·. ~ ' ~ 

( 
l,._ 

.1·' 
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the cost of its operation. Therefore, "we are ·forced to the 
conclusion tha.t ·continued operl;l.tion ·df _the line , would impose 
una_ue and unnecessary' burd'ehs on the applicants e.nd on inter- ·· 
sta:.ce commerce. .. · ·. · ·. · ·, 1 • , . , ,: ' : 

• ' ' '•, • i ' • , ~ 'I I •• • .' ' ~ • 

'.' ' ~ .. . 
Yte· fin·d that:, subject to the ·condition · sta~ed above, ·the 

present and future public convenion.cc ,. and necessity permit 
( 1) abandonment oy tho Central Pacific Railway Company of the 
part of tho line of railroa9-., . e.n<:1, ( 2) abandonment of opera- " 
tion by the Southern Pacific Comp2.ny over the parts of lines 
of railroad, in Box Elder and Weber Oounties, Utah~ . described 
he~otn • . A~ ~ppropriate certificate will be issued,. cffecti~e · 
from and aftcr -3o: a_ays . from its date. Suitable .. provision . , 
wilrbe madc··therain , for tho'· ce.nc6lati.on of tar1ffs • ... ' , .· · 

. . , ! '•, ··t·.' ·-;f- ·:~'":;'f .. (,"1'1 .,., :j,,-~1·,-,t,.,,:·;·,·, ... 
• •; " • ,• I \ j ' 

• ·, t' \' ' 
. ~ . ' ! ~ 
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CERTIFICATE CF P'tffiLIC CONVENIENCE-
AND NECESSITY I, 

. . ..... 
. ' 

At c. Session of the INTERSTATE ·cotiTI-JERCE: .COMMISSION, .D_ivi-
··· · :s.ion ·4., held a .. t its office in V/asn.1,ngton, D. C. , 11 on .. Ghe 

11-1:;11. day of June, A. D. 1942. •,.,,,..,: , · ,, ... 
·-"" 

·.·· . 

. Finance Docket No. 13655 

Investigation of the .matters and things ·involved in 
this proceeding having been made, a hearing having been held, 
2.nd said division having, on the date hereof, made and filed 
a report containing its findings of fQ.ct and conclusions 
thor·eon, which report is hereby ref erred to ~d made a .part 
h e reof: · 

It is hereby certif i od, That the present <:md future pub- . 
lie conveni once and nocessi ty permit ( 1) abandonment by the. 

·Central Pacific Railway Company of the part of a lino of 
railroad, and ( 2) abandonment of opora.tion by the Southern 
Pacific Company over tho parts of . lines of railroad in Box 
Elder and Weber Counties, Utah, described in said report: 
Prov i ded, however, and this certificate is issued upon tho 
express condition, that tho Central Pacific Railway Company 
s h e.11 sell tho . sog~ent of its P.ro.montory pranch between 
D2.t;1.ol and Cbrinne to the Oregon Short Linc Railroad; Compa_ny 
or tho Union Pacific Railroad Company, at a price equal to 
tho f a ir ndt salva~c value thereof, if ap offer from either 
of those co..rriers to purcha se the segment on those ·,corms is 
made within 30 days from the date hereof. 

It is ordered, That this certificate shall tAke effect 
and bo in force from and after 30 days from its de.to. To.r­
iffs may-be canceled upon notice to this Commission v.nd to 
tho genera l public by not less than 10 days I filing nnd post­
ing in •the manner proscribed in section 6 of tho Interstate 
Commerce Act. · 

It is 'further ordered., The.t, when filing. sc}1edulc~ can­
celing tc.1.riff s applicable on SQ.id lines, tho Southern Pa·cific 
Comp any sh2ll in such schedules rcfeT to this certificate by 
title, da te, and docket number. 

I 
I • 

And it · is further ordered, Th~t tho Soµthorn Pacific 
Compeny shall report to this Commission as .required q_y .val­
uation order. No. 24, effective May: 15., 1928. · · · ·. _ ·_ 

' ' By tho Commission, division 4. 

( c: : T;'I 'L ) QL.-:"i • 

W. P. BA~TEL 

Secretary .• 
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