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inance Dooket No;.15655

 Submitted May 11, 1942, ' ' Declded June 11,'10942.4

Cerulfloate 1suued permitting (1) abandonment by the Cen-—
‘tral Pacific Railway Company of the. part of 1its
Promontory branch between Lucin and Corinne;’‘'and
(2) abandonment of operation by the Soutqern Pacific
Company (a) over the Promontory branch between Lucin
and Corinne Junction, and (b) over the Oregon Short
Line Rallroad between Corinne Junction and Ogden, in
‘Box Elder and Weber Counties, Utah Condition pre-:
‘sorlbed g g

Ee Je. Foulds and R. S. Myers for applloants. ;

Georpe M, liagon, He We Angell, Hs W. Prickett, Charles A..
Root,. . William J.. Lowe,. J. B, Costello,.. Robert Re
Bowe n, M, Jo. Thorne, John P, Holmgren, and. 0gey” *»
Jensen for protestants, f

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION
DIVISION 4, COMMISSIONERS PORTER, MAHAFFIE, AND MILLER
BY DIVISION 4: | i |

‘The Central Paoiflo Railway Company and the Soucnern
Paoifio Company applied on March 9, 1942, for permission
.. (1) :for the Central Pacific to abandon the part of 1its

~Promontovy branch between milepost 680, 288 .near Lucin,
‘to a point at or near Corinne about 120, 78 miles, and
(2) for the Southern Pacific $o abandon (a) operabion over o
that part of the Promontory branch, and the parts extend- . :
ing from the connection of.-the: brancn with the Southern
P901T1o_s main lino, at or near Lucin, to mlilepost 680,288,
_ about 1,15 milesy and from.Corinne. to Corinne Junction,:’.
LLaakoutil, 83 milosé and, (b) operation:over the Oregon Short

© Linc Railroad’ botwoen Corinne Junction and Ogden, abou’c3
23410 miles, all in Box Elder and'Webér’ Countlos, Utenww

'fl s
" 'To Dbe rotainod tcmporerily Tors the dismantllng of a con~"
pany ' rock quarry, no sqrvioc to the public 1nvolved

Used also DJ the Unlon Paolfio Railroad Company, 1ossoo ¥
of the Orogon Snoru Line.

." N ~A' ' 5 h’ . : 4 e

.lOual bracket (2) about 146.86 miles.} SREL e
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18 : Except as otherwise indicated, all points mentioned nerein ;

b : are in that State. Protests: were filed, and a hearing was
held. Representations by State authorities will be consid—,{e‘

ered oelow. / ure

o B e The Promontory branch was Built 1h~1869 as pertAof thei

e first transcontinental railroad. It extends north of "the

8 Great Selt Leke:from Corinne Junction to Xelton, and Then

: : . southwest to Lucin, Title thereto passed in 1892 :to. the !

e .. Central Pacific,_a.subsidiary-of.the-Southern -Paclfle g i iia

wvhich operates the branch under lease. 'See Control of Cen-:
: tral Pacifilic by Southern Paclfic, 7614 Cs Ceit 5084imi Ini:1904:5 03
‘ ' the ‘Southern Pacific built a morce direct line between Lucin.
e and Ogden, across the lake, and, because of 1ts more favor-
N : eble location and supcrior physiCQI characteristics, this
: line became part of the main gystem route to Ogden, and
the reilroad around the north end of the lake was rclogated :
to the status and function of a branch, The branchl's only
intermediate connections arc with the Oregon Short Line et
Corinnec .end Corinne Junction. ' R

Abandonment of the Promontory branch is proposed at ..
this time upon the grounds' that it has been opcrated at a
loss for many ycars, that the volumc of ‘traffic offered -
for movement over the line is go 'meager - that losscs:are.
incurrecd even with the limited sdrvice now. furnishcd thercon,
~and-that romoval of-the linc will .cnablesrccovery of large
quentitics of mctal for application to much moroe. vital and :
nccessary PUrposos. : : iy T

:f ‘}'

The state of tho oranoh ﬂs to maintonanco is poor, Cand
the reil is tao light for hcevy traffic., Eastward from the
station called Lako, again mentioned 'in greater detail = -
below, the track is laid with 75-and 76-pound rail, end
westward from Lake to Lucin, wilth 60-and 62-pound: rail,

The line has been maintained with sccond-hand matcriel, and
maintenance would:be much more cxpensive in the futurc,;
because the aveilable supply of such material.is about e

- cxhausted and becausc the cost of labor has incrcascd. Only
light 1oconotivcs now can be.useds The spced of traing, .-
ordinarily recstricted to. 20" miles an hour wecst of Kelton 1;* A
and 25 milcs’an hour cast of 'that point, now is restricted. A
by bulletin to 15 miles an hour., It Would be impossiblo el

¢ ) .detour ma in-linc treffic to tnc branch.ﬁﬂy,~“ i fon et

-)y‘ 1

; POeq1blo Vﬁluo of the branoh as o dotour was' qivcn ' :
consideration in Southorn Pac.  Co. Abandonment, 199 I.C. Crw oo
731 .end 212 I1.C,Ce 398, in conncction with a provious PRO=fidiss
posal to abandon Opcretlon bgtween Lucin and Kelton. .. The |
present - record -indicates that thero hag bcon no enange A nis
available.alternative routcs, that the hazardsi of damage
or: inuorruption of sorvice on the main linc arc no more
scrious than before,.and that adequate provision has been & ' .

-made for ‘protection against other: casualty that.rcasonably "'
might be anticipateds. In the abscnce of roprosontetlons
by proper authoritics to the contrary, ‘we think further
consideration of the physical: roletionsnip of tno bruncn
to the .main line isg unnocossary. i L e !

vt 3N
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i cmploJocs would bo absorbod on the main linc.

U 8 '_ : i } " ¥ _‘ ,‘ .' .‘ 'I
Finance Docket: No. 15650 = Sneeu o.___ .

Whe terrﬂory served by the Promontory brancn iﬂ taken
to be the part of Box, Elder County lying north of ‘the 1line.
Population figures are not avallable because the country is P
very gparsely settled. There are a few farmg, but most of . '
the terricory is barren desert, West of Kelton livestock
raiging 1s the only industry. In this section. sheep graze
near the railroad at certain seasons of the 'year; but chey,
move 'to other grazing grounds in summer, and by shipning
Time have moved to territory nearer points on other rail-
10ad8. - They are- Shlpped over.the .branch only . in emergen- .
ciesy and in recent years very llttle livestock hag been P
saipped over the'line, as shown by statistics which follow._'
It is not trucked to any great extent. Mosgt of the roads
are merely trailse. - g &ty

Lucin would continue to be served by the Southern Aty
Pacific, and Corinne and Corinne Junction are served also
by the Union Pacific. Exclusively-scrved stations on the
branch, with their populations, milepost distances f rom
Corinne Junction, and highway distances from the nearest,
avallable stations on another railroad are, from west to

eas®, Watercress, 0, 103.1 and 22.7 miles, Matlin, 0, 90.1

nilto, no highweay, Omocy, 0, 80.3 miles, no highway, Peplin,’s
0, 75.8 m;lco, no highway, Kolton, 50, .68.8 and 66,2 miles,
Nolla, O, 59 'and 5545 milcs, Monument, 0, 54,3 and 51.3

“.nmilcs, Kosmo, O, 5l.3 and 48.3 miles, Lﬂke, 0,5470 mlles,l
. no -highway, Rozel 0, 37.9 and 34,2 milcs, Promontory, 40,

30 - ‘2nd .24 milcs Lampo 0, 120,9 and 19 miles, Blue Creck,
04 .18, 5. and 17 milcs, Gonnor, 0,“14.,5 end 13'milesy+ Eallour,

0y 9.1 and 7.5 milés, Dathol,’ O 6.4 and 5 miles, and Stokes,

0, 4,8 2nd"3 mileg, -All are nonevonCJ stations. Brigham
Cluy, on the jointly-uscd.scegment of the Oregon Short Line,

“has 5,641l pcople end is 4.4 milos, by rail, from Corinne

Junccaon. . The Soutqcrn Peacific docs not. servo stations
between Brlgham Gity and Ogden. : .. \a.mﬁ. 16 ol o

A mixed train was operated from Ogden to Lucin .on Wed-

~.nesdays, and from.Ogden to Kelton and recturn on Mondays and
- © Frideys, from Dececember 30, 1937, to' Juhe 30; 1938; from ‘
' Ogdén. to Lucin on Nodnosdays witn on-call froignt service
“for carload froight between Corinnc and XKclton,- from Junec

30, 1938, to Junc 8, 1959 and from Corinne to. Kelton and

_;“oturn on Wodnosdavs, ‘with on-call sorvice for carload ! GEL
. “freight botween Kélton and Corinncj but on-call service ' , w i i
“for such freight b0uwoon Lucin and Kelton on Wedncsdays S

only, from Junc 8;° 1939, to March 7, '1940,. Sincc the 1aubcr ‘ "y‘“
date scrvice for oarloqd frcight has been furnisnod onzoall @tig i
on onc 'day of the. weck’ only. 'Pasgcngcer traffic during the

- Tive ycars 1937-41 consistod principally of hunting or other
‘spceial partics,..the number of passcngers ranging from 214

to- 485 in number, and producing gross system rcvenue ranging
from:$231 to $1, 305 The proposcd abandonment would result
in no- dlsplacomont of train crews,. and maintonnnco- f~wey }

During oach of tho above yoars, in ordcr the fr01ght NG
troffic originated at or destincd to points botwccn Lucin . by 1
and Corinne Junction was:  Loeal to the linec,! carloads, O,

4, 3, 1, 0, lcss~than-carload freilght, 6 tons in 1937, none

\
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thereafter, total tons,”6, 55, 139, 50, O; forwarded to
points beyond Lucin or Corinne Junction, carloacs, 876,
87¢, 691, 572, 660, less-than-carload frelght, %ons,: 16
J,'8, 2y 2, total cons, 25,107,35,478," 26, 611 20, 152,
25,585; and received from p01nts beyond Lucin or Corinne
Juncuion, carloads, 23, 26, 23, 10,15, less-than-carload
freignht, tons, 44, 62, 41, 14,2, fotal tons, 524, 720,
780, so7 S5 ¢ totals, all shipnents, cars,; 699, 909 717
583, and 675, tons, 55,637, 36 PoS, 27,530, 20, 449, and
23,790, Tl

From analysis of this traffic according to commoditie
it~eppears that the territory tributary to tHe Promontory "
brench produced for shipment over its railroad during this
entire period of five years 12 cars of asphalt, 121 of’ sheep,
165 of catt le, 820 of wheat and other grain, and 2,325 of :
sugar beets; totael, 3,443, or an average of 689 cars a year.
The sugar beets are raised in the vicinity of Datnol Stokes,
and Rochefort, s A

As shown by the applicants, the results of opcracion
between Lucin and Ogden in each of .the years 1937-41, in =
order, were as followsgs: System railway operating revenues,
$68, clO $84,054, $46,201, $14,638, $15,916; railwaj operat-
1ng expenses assigned to the serv1ce in question,'c49 029, =
$43,508, - 431,542, $28,198, $30, 802, and cost of mov1ng the ;
traffic on otner ystem lines $9,676, *$10,243; g3, 535, )
$874, $342, totals,-$£58,705, éss 751, " 835, o717, 829,072,
$31, 144 net revenue from railwey operations deficits in
1ta11055, 49,605, 830,303, 811,124, $14;434, $15,228; texes,
$24, 355, 924 441 29 656, 922 088, 925 684- miscellaneous‘
kricome, $236, $262 c252, 273,'%956 net railway operating

Ancons, Eii,514, 28,154, 816,280, 237,149,  and §38,656, or_

a nét-loss for the entire period of $102, 475. In computing
revernues ‘and expenges, the applicants followed the method:
that -has been employed by the Southern Pacific in previous
abandonment cases for several years, recently exemplified in
Southern Pac. Co. Abandonment, 242 I.C.C. 484, 486, The nect

selvege value of material reooverable on ehandonmenu ig esti-
mauod at 9521 479. S il e ot ‘ L

. Utan State Hi ghway No. 83 closely follows the railroad
from Corinne Junction to Promontory, and from Kosmo to Kel- -
ton. ‘It is substantially parallel’ to the railroad between.
Promontory and Kosmo, but at some points is about. 4 miles . -
distant. . Between Kelton and Watercress highways are at con-
siderable distances from the railroad, The line is. closely
parelleled between Watercress and Lucin. | There is no common.
carricr bus service' in the' territory, but. a‘ licenscd.carrier:
givesg truck service into Kclton from Ogdon.once a. Week.v,;.-

The cattle’ anq horso growcrs association of Box lecr
Counuj opposes the proposod abandonment because construction:
of ‘the rallroad was aided by land grants from the .Government;
cattlemen and ranchers' located in the tertitory from Iremon--
ton to Lucin cxpecting that: the, 1inc would remain;iand, ifiit
is removed, land-values will be reduced, the county will
suffer a largo reduction in, texes, and. tnosc losses will
fall' on the farmers . and cattlcmon. Bocausc of rostrictions
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on automotive>tires, the cabtlemen desire tqe rellfoad to be
reteined as a means of travel,

g

councy, In each of the five years 1937-41, in order, ! suoh
shipments from Kelton were, sheep, 80 432 4 ‘1, cand o rs,
and cattlo, 07,8, 1,70, :and O%cara, ":The oatule now are
finished in the vicinity of Bear River City, on. U “S. High-
- way Noes 30, about 3 or 4 miles north of Corinne. The wit-’
ness ropresontinv the assoclation admits that the population:
Tfeiled %o support :the reilroad. Therefore, they cannot

rcasonably‘evaCU thet the:line.be.pregerved, .ab the oxPOﬂseAf :

‘ ‘ of other scctions of the country, as a sdurcc ‘of ttaxes to”
i tn01r-eouacy, .or.only for usc incmergencio . Sce Dcnvor & R,
i Go Wo Be Co, Trustcos Abandonment, 247 I.C C. 081. :

. 'A%t times of severc wintor wcathor, whoen tne netural feod

of grazing animals is covered decply wilth snow, and the |«
animals arc isolated, it 'is nccessary that feed be shipPCd
in %o save them from starvation. The recelpts-of feed in -
cach, of the yecars 1938-41, in ordcr, amounted to'5, 8, 3, and,
2 cars, total, 18 cars, or an annual average of about £ive
Oarge 1 Lf c’Gor'ms come up ovor night, fccd must be: sccured
within from 12 to 24 hours. Thorc have been times wheh
storms werc so gscverc that the offccts would last from chroc
weeks to a month., However, whon the animals arc grazcd 2t
dlgfonces remote from railroads, proviOion for cmergency
foeding 1s made by storing concentratcs at some morc or, leoss,
convenient placc:on the decgert; and 1t 1s conccded that this
could be dono in torrltory trioutwrj to tho branoh Al80.
; ; y - 5 PR AL ot A bt
In peneral the whee t reiolng areas of the terriuory are

loceted in the Blue Creek Valley, extending northward from
Lempo in ferritory edjacent. to Promontory,‘qnd in the Hansel

lley, extending northward from Kosmo. U. Se. No.' 30, a
transcontinental qiphwev, extends northward from Ogden,
through Brigham City, to Tremonton, a statlon on the Oregon .
Short Line about 11 or 12 miles north of Corlnne; then ﬂorun—
west, through a community called Blue Creek, norbn of Lampo,
to Snowville, north of Kosmo; then west to a polnt north of '
Kelton, and thence northwest to and across the Utahe-Idaho |
State 1ine.-»;his 1s a paved highway in excellent conditlon,

The distance from U, S..No. 30 %o Lampo 1g about 20
miles, and the grain shipped from that .station must be’
urucked to the railroad. Additional distances. neceesery to

be trucked from the center of grein production north of Lampo .

g8

to Tremonton would be fTrom 5 to 15 or 20 milese. In the case
of the Hansel.:Vallcy, the. grain 1s now trucked 15 milcs from
the nearest farm to Kosmo. The haul from thée farthe %t farm
in this valley to Tremonton would be about 30 mileg. & From 4
the territory.tributary to Promontory,- the most feasible '
route for trucking would be to Corinno, 24,5 milcs, over a

.‘nignfay that i1s a dirt road. east %o Lampo, . about 7 milos,ﬁy e

but is'a good gravel road beyond, although travorsing a
terrain that 'is low.and swampy in.spots. A groau deal of
wheeat raised in tno va lluYS is being truckod au tne proscnt
time,. : .

A' % ' ' A ! :( ‘I 1 X v
. Sometimes spellcd Hengsel in the rocord. ;! Bt

' The stockmen load their livestock principa]ly at Kel—;;)ef“
ton, vhich is a gathering point in the western.part of: tne, i
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Much of tno whent moves to Ogden undor: %ransic prlv—
ilcges, but in 1937-41, in order,  4,603; 7,106, 7,837,
2,161, and 2,324 tons movod to mills at Ogdon and at
V llCJO, Gclif., affiliated wlith a concern which has'at
Lampo a small, modern clcvator of about 12, 000-bushels
capaocity, but has uscd porteble loading oquipmonb av iy
Promontory. 'This concern furnished statistics showing that
in The past decade arcas tributary to Lampo  and Promontory,
secded to wheat have ranged at high as 27, OOO and 4,500 5
aceres, with maximum crops, of:. 700,000 and T0,000 busarls, 3

: rospootlvely. In crch of the fivo goasons, 1936=7 to 1940-41,

in order, the total crop and the volume hendled by the cle- .
vator oporncor, rospectively, were, in bushels, Lampo,
392,000, 121,548; 600,000, 195, 558 700,000, 204,467; 400,000,
47, 240 540, OOO "45 GQS and Promontory, 40 000,+ 20, 029 '
60 000, 55,257 67 OOO 44,944, -45,000,. 22, 406 70 OOO ?

.SO 787 and, in tno 1041 42 soason, volumo handled Lampo;

39, JO4 and Promontory,, 27,277 :bushels. .. In rccoent.years ay
largo quantlty of ”qoat'was stored in the territory of '
origln, When, thus stored, 1t is morc likely %o be sold to.
other purchascrs, or to bo trucked ‘to Ogdcn to get 2 better :
market. The elevator at anpo could not bec opcrated with- .
out a~’reilroad, and the company's busincss would cnd there:
if tho. line 1s cbandoned. . - A ; L T i

* . The farmers onticipate, .1f the railroad is ebondonced,
that the hendiceps of longer hauls.in additional cxpensc and
loss of time, particulerly if it becomes nécessary to rcsort
to the usc of horsc-draym W°gons,‘will rosult dn-deprociat—
ing the valuce of thelr lands - at leoast V5 an ncrce Mucn grnln
is Pcl ed north of the paved: highwaye. :

.l Dathel. and nocaeforu, centers .of the sugar-beet produc- ..
tion, are 4.8 and 5.2 miles, respectively, from Corinne..
All the beets go to a refinery at Garland, 'on the Oregon
Short Line about 22 or 23 miles north of Corinne Junction.
This plent diaws’ sugar beets from'all. direotlons,'buc the
territory centering “at Dethol and Rochefort (at the end.of a
private spur 2 miles south of Stokes, ‘and included in that. .
SGctlon) 1s sald to be probably the best beet-producing area .

~the Garland district. ' There are-about 150 farmers in this

ter 1bory and nearly all ralse beets. :Other crops are pro-
duced, but the tonnage is comparatively small, and products
not consumed locollj are trucked out by cannersa g Thedrall-
road gets only the beets. - g ;

About one-fourth of tho fqrm acreage in rotculon is
devoted to,beet ‘cultivation .cach year. : From: d. 450050 l 60Q174
acres were planted in beets in 1942, but the avor%vo is about
1,300 acres.. Annual production aggregates . approximauely |
OO 000 tons, which is the cquivalent of slightly more than |
60 000, bags of sugar, In cach of the ycars 1938-41, in order, :
tno Garland refincry reccived from Dathol 54, 88, 6l 104 5t
cars,..or 1,821, 2,234, 2, 194, 3,714 tons, ‘and from Stohes .
531, 413, 579 384 cars, or 19 436 175 599 14,656, 14, 755 5
cons, totals, 21, 857,119,835, 16 850 and 18 649 tons. WWhen
the shipments arc mado from tno loading stations, they are
billed at a minimum.of 70,000,pounds a car, and thc waybills

-arc. corrected after aouual w01qhts are obtainod.

5

Standard busaol, No. 1 whoat, 60 pounds.ﬁ
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1The- beets ‘are hauled from farm to 1oading p01n5 in
ru oer—tlred wagons, and the average haul to Dathol or Stokes
is from 2 to 3 miles. To Corinne the average haul would be
about 6 miles, or en increase of about 3.5 miles. .As The
ground often becomes frozen before the end-of Oct cober or
first of November, the harvest season 1is limited to & period
of ~about 30 days, and it 1s important - that the beets be :
loeaded and shipped within that time, = The longer wagon nauls
to Gorinne would‘entall additional expense and. time, which,

itl%s feared would rosult in curtwilmenc of produ0uion by
- > /] T “ ."f__~ *'a

Thc track:cap(01bv at Corlnne is ubout 6 cars, end at
present the station is taxed to capacity with deliveries of
beets aggrog ating approximately 6,000 tons within the short
harvest season.  An officer of thp Union Pacific expressed
confidence that that carrier would be willing to provide !
facilities at Corinnc nccessary for the requiremcnts of A
shippers in that vicinity, i1f the Promontory branch is’ aban—‘t
doned. " But the protestants ask, in that event, that at -
lcast the segment from Dathol to Corinne, 4.8 mile . be
rctained for continued operation in order that the farmor :
may be able to continuc to ralse beceots and thus contribute
to the Nation's sugar supply. For this scgment to be oper-
2ted by the Southern Pacific, it would be nccessary to oper-.
atc also the additional 23 milcs from Ogden; but 1% runs ..
some cngincs from Ogden to Dathol now. ' The sugar company
opcrating the Garlend rcfincry does not wish to acquirec:the
segment, prima“ily ‘because dndepondent--opcration would be ;
too costly. ‘The rate to Gerland is 50 ccnts a ton, of which
the ooutnorn Pacific rcceives 15 conts for the short haul to:
Corinnc. In 1941 the cost of opcrating sud?r—boot tralns
from" Ogdon to Dathol ‘or Stokecs, and roturn, was 6,288,

Runs from Ogden %o Dathol moroly to pick up the traffic and -
deliver 1t to the Union Pacific would scom to bc waqtoful
trangportation, . .

~It appears that wcquisition and operation of che Datnol—
Corinne segment by the Union Pacific has not been discussed
with that carr ier, but this would seem to afford the, only
‘'prgcticable gsolution of the beect farmers' problem if the-
remainder of the branch is abandoned, . While we are without
authority to rpquirp the Oregon Short Line or the Union. 4
Pacific to acquire ‘the’ segment, .we think the Central Pacifio
should be required to selr it to elther of those companies. -
2t its fair net-salvageé value, 1f puch an offer ic made, .
within 30 days from the d~te of our certificate hor01n,‘gnd our .
Dcrni331on Horein will ve. oonéicionod accordingly.a_",

‘A cal't: company bogan opcrations 8% Monumpnt about three
years ago.* It expccts evcntually to: harvest pos51oly 50 OOO
tons a Joar,'but 1t ‘has shipped none thus far as 1% haes not
“harvested ernough' salt to wsupply local demandg, Monumentiis
23 miles from U. ‘8. Highway No, 30 and 5Q milcs.from Trcmon-
ton,, The company intcnds to build storage facilitics, so
that salt can bc moved at any time of the year on the. rail-
road. Bocause of the condition of (the road to Snowville: and.
Through Hangel Vo 1loy, it would be impossible during stormy
scesons to haul the product by truck to the paved hi”thy, and

o b




s I o naturc to warrant withholding the rclief whichithe: enpli—_‘
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if the railroed is abenooned the galt company will make no*tg'- *ﬁf g
further inveocment, It had snent over o28 OOO to the- dqte
of the hea Piﬂ?, 'f' : : Xl b e it

The Rouette Aspnalt Company has invested $lOO 000 in s o e
doveloping a deposit of agphalt under the surface:of the . .
leke, It has finelly overcome difficulties which have pre—

vented or retarded quantity production., It, shipped elght

carloads since September.194l, and has sold! 18% cars more.. -

The product moves to Chlcago, Ill., and Natchez,liiss.» AR

1s %trucked 13 miles from'the deposit to the'plantiaf'Rozel,:

Without the branch it would have to be trucked to Brighan ‘

City, 50 miles, or to Corinne, 59 milcs, at from 95.50 to -

84 more a- ton. _ ik : i

From-the tcstimony of thc chairnan of thc Board of
County Commissioncrs of Box Elder County it appears that:
mooc of the county roads are good; but:that a'cash ouclay
of £18,000 would be ncccosary to place the entirc road

_bctwccn Promontory and Corinnc in sacisfactorv condition for

usc in all scasons, He statcs that ©ll the whecat could not ™
be trenoportcd over this road in its’'prescnt state, and. tnat
difficulty 1is beling cxporienccd in obtaining road—building b
oquipmont. : Fop .

e The Public Scrv1co Commiqoion of Utah jOins tnc Stauo
Department of Publicity and Industrial Development: in the
contention that, if the branch 1s 'abandoned, som substitute
form of crqnsportotion should be providecd by the epplicants,
2t ratces no higher then'the present railiratcs..+ It gcems e
evident that the applicents would- be-subject to thc -seme dis-
edvantages of unfavorablc road conditiong ag are private .
uscrs of the highways, and if the roads arc improved, much
inconvenience to tho lqcccr from loss of ‘the railroad would
dlsﬂppoar.» : . . Fg Bk

The Promontory brancn is a lino of hcavy gradcs ndvﬁ
many curvecs, To improve it for modern main-line oporﬁtion

would: cogt millions of .dollars; and all .apparent. warrant for

such' cxpenditurc has bocn obviitcd bJ construction of tnc
crogs-leke linc, +  * e , R L

The territory'tfaversed by the branch.evidentiy'ié~not~
endowed with sufficient natural resources 'to. attract more .. ' -

‘then a scattered and, west of Kelton, nOmadioqpopulation;

but even the sparse settlement of the country that has
occurred no doubt hes been’ encouraged to some extent by the
cxistence of the railroed in the territory for over 70 years.

‘Nevertheless, the few industrics developod:there over this:

1ong period are not wholly dependent on the railroad. Othcr &
means of' transportation ‘have been and arc being used./, The .7
possipbility that rccoursc may again have to-be had-to morec,
primitive modes of transportatlon, because of rostrictions
arising from the' war . 'emergcncy, 'ls an cvent too: speculative

cents seck. 'Removal of tho. rwilrood will result in:somg-
public inconvonicnce, but: 1t ig epparcnt that the gcncral

,»tcrritory has not,. in all likelihood will not, and posqlbly

nnot furnisn traffic to GhO railrocd sufficicnt to support
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the cost of its operation., Therefore, we are forced to the
conclusion that contirided operation of the line would impose
undue and unnecessary burdens on the applicants end on inter-.
stalte commerces R TR L W o BT e

We: find that, subjéct to the condition: stated above, the
present and future public convenience, and necessity permit
(1) ebandonment by the Central Pacific Rallway Company of the
part of the line of railroad, end (2) abandonment of opera-
tion by the Southern Pacific Compeny over the parts of lines
of railroad, in Box Elder and Weber Countiles, Utah, described
hercin. An appropriate certificate will be 1ssued,, cffective
from and aftcr-30.days from 1ts date. Sultable-provision
wlll be made thercin. for thc“cancelap;on#of‘pgyﬂffs,_,;:;,f
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CERTIFICATE CF PUBLIGC CONVENIENCE
AND NECESSTITY:« 4. < &

At o Session of the INTERSTATE COM{ERCE COMAISSION, Divi-

‘sion-4, held at its office in Washington, D. C.,’on the
11th day of June, A, D. 1942, J %%; i e

Finance Docket No. 13655

| CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY ET AL, ABANDONIENT . |

~

Investigation of the .matters and things involved in
thig proceeding having been made, a hearing having been held,
and gsaid division having, on the date hereof, made and filed
a report containing its findings of fact and conclusions
thereon, which report is hereby referred to and made a part
nereof: : ‘ ‘

It is hereby certificd, That the present and future pub-
lic convenience and nccessity permit (1) abandonment by the.

‘Central Pacific Railway Company of the part of a line of

railroad, and (2) abandonment of operation by the Southern
Pacific Company over the parts of lines of railroad in Box
Elder and Weber Countics, Utah, described in gsald report:

Provided, however, and this certificate 1s igssucd upon the

express condition, that the Central Pacific Rallway Company

shall sell the. segment of its Promontory branch between ... ... ...
Dethol and Grinne to the Orcgon Short Line Rallroad Company & -
or the Union Pacific Railroad Company, at a price cqual %o

the fair net salvage valuc thercof, if an offer from cither

of thosc carricrs to purchasc the scgment on thosec Germs is

made within 30 days from thc datec hereof,. :

It is ordercd, That this certificate shall take effect
and be in forcc from and aftcr 30 days from its date. Toar-
iffs may be canccled upon notice to this Commission and to
the general public by not less than 10 days' filing and post-
ing in the manner prescribed in scction 6 of the Intcrstate
Commcrce Acte

It is furthor ordered, That, when filing schcdulcs can-
celing tariffs applicable on said lines, the Southern Pacific
Company shall in such schedulcs refer to this certificate by
title, date, and docket number, ’ S i

And it is further ordcrcd, That the Southern Pacific o
Company shall rcport to this Commission as.requircd Dy yal- b
uation order No, 24, cffcctive May, 15, 1928, PR

By the Commigsion, division 4.

We P BARTEL Y

(SEAL. ) ‘

Sccrotary,
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