ot BEFORE THE
"INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

i

In the Matter of the Application,
under paragraphs (18) to (21),
inclusive, of Section 1 of the Inter-
state Commerce Act,

First, of Southern Pacific Company
for a certificate of public conven-
ience and necessity authorizing the
- abandonment of its operations between
"Lucin, Utah, and Ogden, Utah, via
Corlnne Junctlon Utah, in part via
Promontory Branch owned by Central
Pacific Railway Company and in part
via line of railroad owned by Oregon
Short Line Railroad Company, and

Finance Docket

No.

Second, of Central Pacific Railway
Company for a certificate of public
convenience and necessity authorizing
the abandonment of that portion of its
said Promontory Branch between Lucin,
Utah, and Corinne, Utah, comprising
a part of the route operated by

' Southern Pacific Company between
Lucin and Ogden, via Corimnne Junction.
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e A PPLICATION

To‘the'Hoﬁorablé; THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION: %

 Your applloants, SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY and ‘
CENTRAL PACIFIC RATLWAY COMPANY, respectfully show;
g A a2k (a) The exact corporate names of your applicants

VR 2 aete 45 I SN &

are SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY and CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILVAY

- COMPANY.
l .




(b) ‘That your applicant, Central Pacific Railway
Gompany; is the owner of a line of“railroad which is operated
in intersﬁate commerce by your applicant:;, Southern Pacific.
Company, a carfier by railroad; both of which are subject to
the Interstate Commerce Act.

(¢) Your applicant, Southern Pacific Company, pro-
poses to'abandon its railroad operations between point of con=-
nection of the Promontory Branch with its main line line, at or
. hear Luoih, Utéh, and Ogden, Utah, via Corinne Junction, Utah,
a diétance of approximately 146.86 miles, together with its
operations of sidings, spur tracks and appurtenancés,thereto.
These operations are condﬁcted over the Promontory Branch owned
by Central Pacific Railway Company between point of connection
of sgid Promontory Branch with the main line near Lucin and
Corinne Junction, and over line of railroad owned by Orégon
Short Line Railroad Company between Corinne Junction and Ogden.
This route is partly in Box Elder County, Utah; and‘paftly in
Weber County; Utah.

Your applicant, Central Pacifid Railway Company,
proposes to abaﬁdon that portion of the Promontory Branch,
‘owned by it, between Engineer Station 251+50; Milepost 680.288,
at or near Luéin, and Engineer Station 1896+75, Milepost
801.068, at or near Corinne, a distance of approximately
120.78 miles, together with all sidings, spur tracks and apﬁ%%-

tenances, and which 1ine'éomprises a portion of the route
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Oporated"ﬁy Southern Pacifid Compahy, hereinbefore describedl
The line'ﬁf railroad so proposed‘to be abandoned is entirely
in Box Elder County; Utah.:

‘ (a) Aﬁthority is sought for the abandonment of

the operation of line and of ,the line itself as to that portion

of the Promontory Branch between Milepost 680.288, at or near

Lucin,. and Milepost 801.068, at or near Corinne§ authority
to abandon operations by Southern Pacific Company only is
sought as to the remainder of the route over which Southern
Pacific Company seeks authority to abandon operations, viz.,

(a) bortion of Promontory Branch between point of connection

of such branch with the main line, at or near Lucin, and

Milepost 680.288, near Lucin, and (b) between Milepost 801.068,
at or near Corinne, and Ogden.
(e) Public convenience and necessity warrant the
abandonment of said line of railroad, for the reason that said
_ A :
operations of Southern Pacific Company cannot be conducted
except at a large loss and the abandonment of line proposed
herein will enable the salvage of material urgently needed at
the present time.
(f) Correspondence in regard to this application
should be addressed to:
E. J. Foulds,
General Attorney,
Southern Pacific Company,
65 Market Street,
San Francisco, California.

(g} That Central Pacific Railway Company is a-
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WAR DEPARTMENT
Washington v{§£7ﬁ£>9

APR 22 1942

SPRYC 000,51~C

MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY OF WAR:

Subject: Abandonment of the Promontory Branch,
Southern Pacific Railroad, Box Elder
County, Utah.

1. The Director, Resources Division, has advised
that the Southern Pacific Railroad has again filed application
asking for authority to abandon the Promontory Branch, Southern
Pacific Railroad, Box Elder County, Utah, and that the Hearing
. on this application has been set at Salt Lake City for May 1,
1942. 5

2., In view of the critical need for relaying rails
for military uses and the alternate route available around the
north and south end of Great Salt Lake, the War Department
will oppose no objection to the abandonment of this trackage
at the hearing scheduled for May 1 at Salt Lake City,

/s/ Henry L. Stimson

Secretary of War
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Reb o e WAR DEPARTMENT

; U+ Ss Engineer Office

. P.0+s Box 1739 Wright Bldg.,
1421209 ~8th St

. Sacramento, California

 April 22, 1942
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.~ Southern Pacific Company
65 Market Street
San Francisco, California

Attentlon: Mr C S. Donnatln, General Manager

‘Gentlemen.

This office has under construction and authorlzed a
number of National Defense Projects which will require a
.- considerable mlleage of railroad track.: Great difficultyhas
- been experienced in obtainlng relay railroad rail for use
at these projects. .Since all of these projects will be
.oserved; tojrsome extent by the lines of your company, ‘it is
~ hoped that you may be of some assistance to this office in
. procuring railroad rail, and also in fabricating turnouts
from rail which might p0531b1y be made available by your.
company or which this office is able to purchase, In con-
nection with obtaining the rail it has come to the atten-
tion of this office that your old line around the north end
of the Great Salt Lake is very rarely used and then for only
small amounts of freight track, ;

o It is also understood that this track was laid with 62
pound rail and would require considerable reconstruction to
- make 1t serviceable for the modern, heavy rolling stock
+ now in use. 'If this is the case it would seem possible to
- abandon that line and 1f such were the case this office
- would desire to purchase the rail in that track, @ It would
- be greatly appreciated if you would inform this office at
‘your earliest convenience of ‘the possibility of obtaining
' the above mentioned 114 miles of track ~- what steps should
.. . be taken to obtain it -~ and'whether your company .could
;g‘assist in the fabrioation of complete turnouts for use at
ﬂ;gour prOJeots. g e _

AFOR THE DISTRICT’ENGINEER:“’ ! e =
s kel G _ (Signed) Clay Anderson =
et Clay Anderson
R S Lieut, Col., Corps of Enplneers
o i : Executive Assgsistant g




0ot 0 NAVY DEDARTMENT o ;h’w (
S B Bureau of ‘Supplies and Accounts ,
i i Washington, D. C. : _ i

' 27 April 1942

1.8-3(9) (SPO)

,flSouthern Pacific Company
. . 65 Market Street
;'Q_San Fran01soo, California

ATTENTION' Mr. E. T Foulds, General Attornev

”'T'SUBJECT{;” Acquisition of Track and Agcessories from Branch
Iines of Central Pacific Railway Co., and Oregon
Short Line Railroad Co.

References:(a) Letter from G.M. Betterton, Southern Pacific
» A Co,, 19274-16, dated 8 April 1942 to Lieut,

Comdre Cs L. Macrae. ‘

(b) Letter from L. B. McDonald, Southern Pacific
Co., dated 7 April 1942 to Brig. Gen. James
Jds Bradley v

(c¢) Application before the Interstate Commerce

: ‘Commiss1on, Finance Docket No, 13655,

Siir sn , ‘
: e The Navy Department desires to purchase the track
and accessories described in reference (c¢) which are urgently
- needed for the defense of the United States. It is proposed
that the owners be reimbursed for this property at prices

not exceeding the ceiling ‘quotations for relaying rails and
“.scrap established by the Office of Price Administration.

: If the Southern Pacific Oomoany is unable to sell

; this property because of complications in ownership, the Navy

- Department is prepared to institute requisitioning proceedings

g oo cunder the.Second War Powers Act (Public Law 507~~77th Congress-—
et ‘8—2208 . 4

: : In case it is necessary to requisition this prop-
~\;Jerty, would you be in a position to accept service as the bene-
"<ficial owner? | ;

- Respectfully,

(Signed) T. H. Gerken
T+ He GERKEN
L i Lieutenant (SC) U.S.NsR.
| By direction of the Paymaster General of the
Navy

‘7ce- Mr. Roy G, Hlllebrand i
i HuAssistant Secretary. .
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gt .{ ‘/._‘ DAHO SUGAR COMPANY lNTER-OFFlCE'CORREEPONDENCE SALT LAKE OFFICE
3 i » v ; :
TO MR. AS BELOY = ’ ?ATE . May 26, 1942
FROM  H, W, ANSHLL e i

¥r. Douglas Scalley, Blag.
¥re . We. Y., Oannonh " !

- Mre O. A. Christensen, Garland,

. 1 quote below letter received from Senator Abe Murdock
datod May 2lst, together with copy of letter from Seoretery Knox of
the UQSQKWY. ! X

“Doay Mr. Ansells

a#This 18 the first opportunity I have had to acknowledge
rooeipt of your recent letter regarding the yroposed abandonment of
the Promontory brunch of the Southers Pasifiec Railroad. ¥rior to
the arrival of your lette:, however, I had taken the matter up with
several agencies of tho federal government in sn effort to save
Fromontory branch. It is obvious that the War Departmont, the Navy
Department, and the War Produetion Board ere in favor of the proposed
abandonments TFor your informetion, I em enclosing herewith copy
of part of & letter I have rcceived from the Secretary of the Navy,
in which he discusses this matter.

. Yours very truly,
; Abe Murdock (signed) ™
‘ From this 1t appears that our chance of ‘saving beet loeding
stations at Dathol and Rochefort on the S5.P. are rather slim.

Yo vorsv truly,

HA i , : - nager
onse ‘ i s : 4

e

‘/Mr. Chas.Root, Public Service Commission,
: of Utah, City, ;

Mr. Ashby Boyle, Bldg.



B .

v

Ufoh-”gho Suqal’ Co.

i " EXCERPT FROM LETIER TO SENATOR MUSDOCK FROM 1HE SECRETARY
OF YHE MAVY. LITTUR DATED 20 May 1942

,»
"In the case of the proponed abnndonmnt of the Frowontory Srench of
the Southera Fagific Railroad extonding from Corlnne to lucine, the Huvy is intorested
in obtuining this trockegs for use in the Maval Auvmnition lepot at Hawthorne,lleve,
and oth r laval Basvs. On acovunt of the urpgont neod for Defense purposes, the 121
treck milos of rail involved, muounting to s proximetely 15,000 tons, has been
requirsitioned by the Newy under Act of 16 Cotodber, 1941,

This branch line, ag you know, was sujerseded by a throush route
(in, or a cut, 1905) by what is known &s the "Lucine Cute-Off™, exteuding directly
across Great “elt Lake from lucine to Oglens The “Luciue CuteOff" has boen used
for all mein line operations ever since was builte Hhe old line transverses a
lurgely desert country, and opsrations thereover heve 1o r.ocont timos been only '
"on call” for carrying freicht as it is roquired along the lins. This "call sorvice®
in recent years hna beean available wot more thun once & woek, Thoe Lavy Lhas bean
informed that this olt lime is utterly useless in its present condition of meintenance
and that the operation of the same, from the standpeint of « reilrond, 18 une-
economical, 88 it included steop grades and vharp curves. Purthor than this, those
grados and ourves would yetquire wdditional locomobives whioh wre not availeble during
tho present energency.

In the ovont of an esergency in the "luocine Cut-0ff™, which would anuse

this Wwranch lins to he temporarily out of commission, thore sro many through routes that ‘

have become availsble cince this line was buils, over wiich troffic could move
betwoon Opden snd the entive Puolfio Coaste Goms of the alteraute routes aro:

(a) Via tho Western Faoific around tho scuth end of Great “alt Lake.

{(b)Vvia the Rogersonsfells Cut-0ff of the Union Preific} a direct route
from either Oranger or Opden un the Union Tacific to the prosent line at wWells, Hov,

(a) Over tho Union Fueific via Oplen and {alt Lake ity, eithor into
Log Anreles or in canjunction with the Janta Fe lins, fran Berstow to lojave and
than into csntral and northern Oa)ifornia.

The noeds of the Ammy, Navy and Meritime Coumisoion for relaying roail
are 8o heavy that every effort is being made to secure enough ruail frosm the rellroads
and from abandonsd branch lino: to meet these requirerents of o war effort. Huch

action thon reloases billot steel for the construction of ships and othor munitions of wel

It 4o balieved tiut the action taken by the Nevy in recummonding sbande
mont of the Promontory Hransh will not cause herdship or serious inconvenionce to
the people of the State of Utah., However, under the eircunstuices, sud dus 10 wrgent
need of the materials iuvolved for the pmyt and successful jrosceution of the War,
the action takoen seens uasvoldable.,

sincerely yours,

FRAMNK KNOX
CorY

e




July 8, 1944

Mre Je Edwin BairdT
County Clerk :
Box Elder County
- Brigham City, Utah

Doar~Mr. Baird:

: Pursuant to your letter of the 6th inst. we give you the
following informatlion concerning the abandonment of the so=~called
Promontory Branch of the Sonthorn Pacific Company:

The Southern Pacifio Company and the Central Pacifiec
Railway Company filled an appllication wlith the Interstate Commerce
Commission on March 9, 1942 for permlission to abandon the opera-
tion and take up the rails of the so-called Promontory branch. A
 hearing was held at Salt Lake City on this application lay 1, 1942,

_ The Box Elder County Commissioners through their County
Attornay ob jeoted to the abandonment as did also the Public Ser-
-vice Commission of Utah and several other interests. However, the
Southern Paciflc insisted that the Navy Department needed these
ralls for war plant purposes and thls was supported by witnesses
- from that department, It was also shown that the trafflc over this

line was very light and the revenues therefrom insufficlent to
‘maintain and operate the 11na;

), The Interstate Commerce Commission on June 11, 1942 granb~
ed the application to abandon the line between Lucin and Corinne
Junction, also to discontinue operations over the Oregon Short Line

il Railroad bebween Corinne Junction and Obden.

Lh i e Commission,however entered one condition, that the

,‘Central Paoifio Railway Company shall sell the segmant of its Pro~

- montory branch between Dathol and Corinne to the Oregon Short Line
- Railroad Company or the Union Pacific Rallroad Company at a price



. 1s made within thirty days from the date. of tha Commisaion’s
orders ‘ i A Mran e

.certificate authorizing abandonment issued by the Interstate

..to furnish the same. T ‘

Mre Batrd "GO L e Sl RSy 8 000

equal to the fair net salvage value thereof, if an offer from -
elther of those carriers to purchase the segment on those terma

Whether or not such offer to buy was made within the i

thirty-day period, we are not advised. We presume that the Counfy' i

Attorney of Box Elder County has a copy of the. Oommlssion's order
in the files and you can get the detaila from that order. g

This Gommisaion does not have Juriadiction over linea
such as the one in question because some part of the business ”__,_‘
transacted over the line was in interstate commerce and the Suw o
preme Court of the U. S+ held that in cases simllar to this, a

Commerce Commission cannot be set aside by a state oommiaaion.f »<(

‘We trust we have given you' the deslred 1nformation but'
if anything further 1is needed pleaae advise and we ahall be glad :

¢

 Very truly youra, 'ff "»

' DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS REGULATION
Publio Service Commission e ey

Chas« A« Root
~ Commerce Attorney .

CAR: th
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