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1 BEFORE THE 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

~---

In the Matter of the Applicatiori1 
under pal'.agraphs (:18) to ( 21), 
inclusive, of Section 1 of the Inter­
state Commerce Act, 

. r 
First, of Southern Pacific Company 
for a certificate of public conven­
ience and necessity authorizing the 
abandonment of its operations between 

· Lucin, Utah, and Ogden, Utah, via 
Corinne Junction, Utah, in part via 
Promontory Branch owned by Central 
Pacific Railway Company and in part · 
via .line of railroad owried by Oregon 
Short Line Railroad Company, and 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
). 
) 

Second, of Central Pacific Railway ) 
Company for a certificate of public ) 
convenience and necessity authorizing ) 
the abandonment of that portion . of its ) 
sai.d Promontory Branch between Luc in, ) 
Utah, and Corinne, Utah, ·comprising ) 
a part of the route operated by ) 
Southern Pacific Company between ) 
Luc in and Ogden, . via Corinne J"unction. ) 

. ) 
• ' • . f ) - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

APPLICATION --------

Finance Docket 

No. 

◄ t I 

To the Honorable, THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION: 

Your applicants, SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY and 
I. 

CENTRAL PACIF_IC . RAIL1/vAY COMPANY, respectfully show: 

(a) The exact corporate names of your applicants 

are SOUTHERN PACIFIC co:MPANY and CENTRAL PACIFIC RAIL'!/AY 
.. 

COMPANY. 

,, 



f 
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(b) :That your applicant, Central Pacific Railway 

Company, is the owner of a line of railroad which is operated 

in interstate commerce by your applicant;; Southern Pacific. 

Company, a carrier by' railroad, both of which are subject to 
. . 

the Interstate Commerce Act. 

(c) Your applicant, Southern Pacific Company, pro­

poses to ·abandon its railroad operations between point of con­

nection of the Promontory Branch with its main line line, at or 

. near Lucin, Utah, and Ogden, Utah, via Corinne Junction, Utah, 

a distance of approximately 146.86 miles, together with its 

operations of sidings, spur tracks and appurtenances . theret.o. 

These operations are conducted over the Promontory Branch owned _ 

by Central Pacific Railway Company between point of connection 

of said Promont~ry Branch with the main lin~ near Lucin and 

Corinne Junction, and over line of railroad owned by Oregon 

Short Line Railroad Company between Corinne Junction and Ogd~n. 

This route is partly in Box Elder County, Utah, and ·partly in 

Weber County, Utah. 

Your applica~t, Central Pacific Railway Company, 

proposes to abandon that portion of the Promontory Branch, 

·owned .by -it, between Engineer Station 251+50, Milepost 680.288, 

at or near Lucin, and Engineer station 1896+75, Milepost 

801.098 1 , at or near Corinne, a distance of approximately 

120.78 miles, together with all sidings, spur tracks and app T­

tenanc~s, and which line comprises a portion of the route 

. I 
I 

, ·, 



' oporated by Southern Pacific Company, hereinbefore described. 

The line of railroad so proposed to be abandoned is entirely 

in Box Elder County; Utah; · 

{d) Authority is sought for the abandonment of 

the operation of line and ' or
1
the line itself as to that portion 

of the Promontory Branch between Milepost 680 .• 288, at or near 

Lucin, . and Milep'ost 801.068, at or near Corinne;· authority 

to abandon operations by Southern Pacific Company only is 

'sought as to the remainder of the route over which Southern 

Pacific Company ·seeks authority to abandon operations, viz., 
" I 

{a) portion of Promontory Branch between point of connection 

.of such branch with the ,main line, at or near Lucin, and 

Milepost 680 •. 288, near Lucin, and {b) between Milepost 801.0GB, 

at · or near Corinne, ·and Ogden. 

(e) Public convenience and necessity warrant the 

abandonment of said line · of railroad, for the reason that said 
• 

operations of Southern Pacific Company cannot be conducted 

except at a large loss and the abandonment of line proposed 

herein will enable the salvage of material urgently needed at 

the present time. · 

(f) Correspondence in regard to this application 
! 

should be ' addressed to: 
I 

E. J. Foulds, 
General Attorney, 
Southern Pacific Company 1 
65 Market Street, 
San Francisco, California~ 

That Central Pacific Railway Company is a · 
I 

! 
. I 

I 3 • . . , 
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SPRYC ·ooo. 51,...'.c 
I 

WAR DEPARTMII:NT 

Washington 

APR 22 1942 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY OF '·VAR: 

Subject: Abandonment of the Promontory Branch, 
Southern Pacific Railroad, Box Elde~ 
county, Utah. · 

1. The Director. Resources Division, has advised 
that the Southern Pacific Railroad has again filed application 
asking for authority to ·abandon the Promontory Branch, Southern 
Pacllic Railroad, Box Elder c~unty, Utah, and that the Hearing 

: on this application has been set at Salt Lake City for May 1, 
1942. 

2. In view of. the critical need for relaying rails 
for military uses and the alternate route available around the 
north and south end of Great Salt Lake, the War Department 
will oppose no objection to the abandonment of this trackage 
at the hearing -scheduled for May 1 at Salt Lake City~ 

l •· . 
. I•, 

1'. 

/s/ Henry L, Stimson 

Secretary of war 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
. U • · Q•• Engineer Office 
., P.O.· B.ox 1.?39 Wright Bldg., 

. · 1209 , -Bth St. · • 
:. . . 
Sacramento, California · 

. . 

-~ff. 
I 

22,~~ 

. • i 

I ' l· 
southern Pacific Company 
65 Market ·street 
San' Francisco, California 

'.Attentioni Mr. c .. s. ponnatin, General Manager 

Gentlemen; . . . ' 
·'I 

! . ' 
This 'office ' has under construction and authorized a 

-number of National Defense Projects which will require a 

;, 

, considerable mileage of r _ailroad track, · Great diff icultyhas 
, been . experienced in obtain~ng relay railroad rail for use 
at these projects. · _, Sin9e a11 · of these projects will be 
served, to some extent by _the lines of your company, 'it 'is 
hoped that you may be of some assistance to this office in 
procuring _railroa~ ~rail~ and also in fabricating turn6uts 
from rail v~hioh might possibly be made available by your .· 
company or· which . this office is able to _purchase, In con­
nect ion wi.th · obtaining the rail it has come to the at ten-
t ion of this office . that your old line ·around the north end 
of the Great . Salt Lake .is very rarely used and then for only 
small · amounts of freight track, 

J ., . 

' It is; a'lso . u·~d·e~stoo d that this track was laid with 62 
_· pound rail and would require considerable reconstruction to 

make .it sepviceable ,'for the modern, heavy rolling stock 
now . in use '. If'. this is the case it would seem possible to 

· abandon· that line and . if such were the case this office 
, would _desire -to purchase the rail in that track~ It would 

. · -. be . greatly: appreciated if you ., would inform this,' office at 
· · your1 earliest convenience of -the possibility of obtaining . ,' 
.the above · mentioned lll4 miles of track ~~ _what steps should 

1 • be taken to obtain .. it -~ and : whether your · company _ could 
. assist _in the fabrication of complete .turnouts for use at 

··_ ' our :projects . . .. ;.·· ,;; . · 
~ .- • ! ' .•· l ' , , .. •• 1-: ,:- ,. . . .. ~ 

' \. \\ ',•I . • ':, ,v 

(Signed) Clay ' Anderson '.= 
. Olay Anderson 

· Lieut, Col., Corps of Engineers 
Execut_i ve Assistant .. 



NA VY DEP ARTiv1ENT 
Bureau of 'Supplies and Accounts 
t Washington, D. c. 

t No. 
L8-3 ( 9) ( SPO) 

I 
.. I 
· Southern ,Pacific Company 
65 Market Street 
San Francisco, California 

! . . . 
ATTENTION: Mr. E. J. Foulds,, General Attorney' 

SUBJECTf. Acquisition of Track and Accessories from Branch 
Lines of Central Pacific Railway Co. and Oregon 
Short Line Railroad Co. 

References: (a) Letter from G~M• Betterton, Southern Pacific 
Co3, 19274-16, dated 8 April 1942 to Lieut. 
Qomdr. C. L. Macrae. 

S i r s ~ ·t 

( b) Letter from L.B. McDonald, Southern Pacific 
Co., dated 7 April 1942 to Brig~ Gen~ James 
J .. · Bradley. 

(c) Application before the Interstate Commerce 
· Commission, Finance Docket No,, 13655. 

The Navy Department desires to purchase the track 
and accessories : described in reference {c) which are urgently 
needed for the defense of the United States. It is proposed 
that the . owners ' be reimbursed for this property at prices 
not exceeding the · ceiling ··quotations for relaying rails and 
scrap established by the Office of Price Administration. 

. . ··1 ,· 
If the ·- Southern Pacific Company is unable to sell 

this property because of complications in ownership, the Navy 
Department is prepared to institute · requisitioning proceedings 
under the Second War Powers Act (Public Law· 50? ....... ??th Congress.,­
S-2208). ,. 

'' ~-

, In cas'e it is necessary , to requisi t'ion this prop­
erty,1 would you '. be · in a position to accept service as the bene­
ficial · owner?· 

1
. . 

-'! • . · Respectfully., 
i 

(Signed) .r; H; Gerken 
. T •· H •' GERKEN 

. Lieutenant (SC) U,S_,N,R. 
· By direotion of the Paymaster General 

' G, Hillebrapd 
Secretary 

·1 · ' . ,_...,.,_, 

.! 

of the 
Navy 
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, ~~~ ~~AHO SUGAR COMPANY INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE SALT LAKE OFFICE 

TOMR. DATE 
May 26, 1942 

FROM H. w. ANSELL SUBJECT 

¥ ~ 
li1r. "Douglas Scalloy-, Dltlg. 
Mr •.. w. Y • . Cannon, ,. • .. 
Mr. o. A.. Christenmen, Oo.J.'tland 1 

I quote below letter reoe1Yed from Sennilor Abe lfUrd.ock 
do.tad 1{8,y 2is1J, together l'dth co_py of letter t:rom Soorf:ltary :Knox o:t 
the U,S,N'a.vy-. 

"Dear ur. Ansella 
/, 

a Thia is the t'iri,t oppo:rtuni ty l btl.vo had to aoknowl$dge 
receipt ot your recent l&tter roBSrding tho p:ropoaed abandonment ot 
tho Promontory branch of the SoUtherti Pao1t1o Rnilt"Oad. J:>rior to 
the 111J;•rivnl ot your latte:· , howvur, I had taken tbo mat.tor up with 
several ageno1ea of tho fede~al governm&nt in ~n ettort to save 
l>ro?t10ntory branch. It is obvious tn.a, tho VJer lJe~J:tmont, the UayY 
Depo.rtmen:t, and tu Wnr ho~uctiioA Board are in tavor ot the proponod 
aban.donmeu.t • 1o.r 1our lntomat ion, I am enclosing herewith oopy 
ot part o~ e. lettei· I have rooa1ve4 t'rOlll the secretary ot th(} Navy. 
1u wbioh he ataauaaoa this matter. 

Yours very truly• 

Al:Je 1.1\lrdook ( sienod) " 

Fran. thla 1t apJ;)eara that 'our cbac.oe ot 'saving boot looding 
it~tiono at 11a,hol and Rochefori on the s.P. are rather slim. 

~- Chas.Root, Pub~ic Service CommisSion, . 
of Utah, City, 

Mr. Ashby Boyle, Bldgo 

. ' 

,,,,.. ·.~ 



Utah-lJoho Sugar Co. 
r EmlltU'T FRCM .tm.'T£R TO ms:rwrou W.HDOOl( \14'.HOM jl!J~ Sli.'Cftn'T/~rf 

Oli" ti•!.IS NAVY• L\"l~i~1m HA'l'l-:U 20 May 1942 

·.·,I ,,, 

".tn the c se ot tho pro:poaed abnn<\orimnt or tito l'Tor,'\Qntoey nrunoh ot 
the Southern hoifio Railroad oxtondtug trom <:orinru, ta l,uoin<+ , the trnvy la intoreatod 
ln Obtaining thle traclwp-9 tor uoo in tho Nnval ,\r:imunt tion ::sopot at l!Jlwthorno , tlov., 
and oth. r ti~va.1 ·Btluos. Ou acar.)unt ot tho u:reont 1100<1 tor t:ietcnso pur1)os1oa, tho 121 
track miloa or r~1l 1nvulved, ruuou.attnc to u ;,proximf~tely 1,5 1000 ton.o , l1tta 'boen 
requ1e1tione4 b1 tho Nrxvy undo?' Aot ot 16 October, 1?41. 

Thia bmuo.h ltru,. aa you kno...,, woa au · ro@dcd by a tbroUf '.h r ,':luto 
( in, or o. ,out, ljO,S) lq wl'v.lt is known aa thGt "I.uo1ne cut-()ft'• • ox:tendtns diroctly 
aoroaa Groat :;~.lt Lako trom Luoino to Ogden. 'I'b.e "LU.ei.ue Out-Ott'• has bOon uuod 
tor nll 1$.iin l1IW oporaUonc over a1A(l(, wna built. 'l'ho old liti,, trimoveroos a 
lu.1•gol1 doo(jrft ooontey, c.nd op:~rationu thwrc,ovor han 1n r ,:.cOJ1t tirnoo. boen only 
"on call .. tor co.rrytnu tnieMs ao U1 t.o roquirod ulOlll: tb.Q l1nu. 'l'ft4:a "'C 11 1;H1rvieo .. 
in recont :,~o.rs baa ooen avttilaolo uot mox , thun on.cu o -w1clek . ,1:110 UtJV,1 l,r,~. boon 
informed tha t this olri 11.no is .\lttorlv U$~lcH s iB lto prtHd~t oorui 1tion or Mint•nenco 
lllnil th&t tho opo~tJ.tion or th~ OOl/1 , i~ tht1t otnndpoint or ft r ld. l:ro ,,d, is un­
eo.onom1a~l, ea it inclw-lod steep et4odco Wh1 11:t-..urp cu1 .. , c~ o. 11'Urthor :t3~ .. this, thtuio · 
gru<too oD,l our,-.,s would :roqutru additional looonotiivos W'hloh O.:f8 not avs.11.e.blo during 
th(.t p1-e:Jemt e i,.Or(;tmay. 

ln tho o,•oiit ot is1 n e.MJ::Oi~t101 in the "l..uoina out-otr, tihio h w,..nld on.use 
this l'Jl'ernch lino to bu tem~~rnrily out or oomiss.ion., thnro e1-o n.tlJ .y thl'l)ULJh routau thfrt 
h411tt bdoom awtl.n.l>lu oinoo thia lino ,.,.ru, huil t II over \i' l11cn trntfio oould ~10vo 
bet-wocn Ot;4eu ,~nd tho e.nUxro l''not.tia Coast . Bomo o.r tha t\ltt)r~ut<:s routoa aroi 

(a) Via t .ho Weutern l:Uoitlc a.roun4 tho ,.iouth ond of. Groot ~;alt Lnko. 

(b)Vln tb.11t Uoi~rac»~Wolls cut-Ott ot tb(• Unton l'rioificJ a diroot routo 
from either Grant~r or OP,')JA;)n ()n, tnt, Union l 1ao1r10 to tho :vrooent 11n.o nt 't/0110, Nov. . j 

(o) <Mor tbtJ Union PaoU1o vto ()edon and fialt Leko r.it:, • cithot• into 
Loa An,._.oles or 1n Qr.:,,n junot10l1 w1tb tho ti.:tnta f'o lint> , f'r0E3 Boruto\t to ~lojavo tllld 
~en into contru o.n~ norther~ o~litornia . 

TbtJ noecle ot tho Arm:/ , navy a.'1.:t Mar-1tim Cor,1rdua1on tor r.a;lflyini,1 r ail 
aN oo he vy tho:\ evory effort iB be1Iltlt mat:\o to W.t-0\irO cnOUt;h rnil !'ran the re1lrcada ._ ~ 
llll.\d i'r'0Ja nba11ilO.nad bra.rich lino:, to meet 1.h,eae l"OQ.U1rOJ'.XJ,tlt8 of tt'~ war' ctt'ort. nuoh ' f 
ao\1on thou NloaMs bill,'>t stool tor tt10 oorwtruation ot ships twd othor mtL.111tiona ot ,11:1 

It b °'liovod t but the f.\Ctlon t.:uren by tho Hc.vy in ri COt.lQOn41.ng n'ba.nd~ 
.i.iuml ot tht, Pt'QlAODtoey l'i.?•arush wUl not <:laut,ia lw.rduhip or coric.mtJ L"l.convenio.noo to 
the pe~lo ot the ::1tote of Utolt . , nowovor, uru1o~ tho circWl10\uhoea. o.ud due to urse:it 
110'4 ot tho Jn111.torillls ixrrolved tor tho pI'Q'!lpt an,t ouoco$at'ul l,1r041H>Cut1on of tho war, 
tho aotion t4kea aoemo un&Yolclablo. 

G1naorely yours~ 

COF! -
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·July O,; 1944 

I I 

Mr• · J. Edwin Baird L 
County Clerk ,. \ r 
Box Elder · County . . 
Brigham City, Utah• .. : 

I ,"; ~' 

Dear · Mr. Baird: · .. · :·· . 
• I r• 

, ·Pursuant to your lett~r of the 6th 1nst. we give you the 
following information concerning the abandonment ·of the so-called 
Promontory Branch .of the Southern Pacific Companyc 

. . · The South~rn Pacific · Company and the Central Pacific 
Railway Company filed an application with the Interstate Commerce 
Commise!on on March 9, 1942 tor perm1aaion to abandon the opera-
tion and take . up the rails of the so-called 'Promontory branch. A . 
hea.r1ng ·was held at ·salt Lake .City on this application May l, 1942. 

' . ·, . 
. . The Box Elder County Commissioners through their County 

. Atto-rnoy ob jeoted to the abandonme11t as did also tho Public Ser-
. vice Commission of Utah and several other interests. However, the 
Southern Paoifio insisted that the Navy .Department needed these 
rails for war plant purposes , and this was supported by witnesses 

. from that department. It was also shown that the traffic over this 
. · . . line was very light and the · revenues therefrom insuf'fic1ent to 

. · maintain and operate ~he line, 
·' ;'•· 1 ' i. ' . ' . • ' 

. . The Inters'tate Cqmmeroe Commission on ·, June 111 1942 grant-
. ed the application to abandon the line between Lucin and Corinne . 
J"u.notlon, also to 'discontinue operations over the Oregon Short Line 

) ' , Railroad between Corinne Junction and Ogden, 

;,· ·:• .. · The Commi'seion ho~~ver entered· one- cond1t1~n,. that the 
·_.· Central Pacific Railway Coxnpany shall sell the segment of its Pro­

·:: , ': montory branch between DathQl and Corinne to the Oregon Short Line 
.. , ·, Railroad Company or the Un.ion Pacific Railroad Company at a price 

l· ,. . 
·(i . 
. · ·: .' 

\. r . 
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Mrt Baird 
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{·, . . 

. .. ':'·July 8 , .. 1944. . 
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equal to the fair ''n'et salvage -value thereof; .if an offer ' from ~:;·, .-';t; ·> •,·. 
e1 thor . of · those carriers to purohe.ao f the segment on · those , teruu, ~ ::-:,.~ .. ,:,, 
1s made w1th1n thit:_ty days,. i'rom _the ~a~a ._ o~! th~ CoDlll11~a19n;~,s ·(: ',.. ;S:i,,·- ':.· 
order. . • ~- .· .. : <; . ···.· .. .. ·:. ' .... ·" ·. :. ·,i :i. :·· ! · ··, ~_-,,:_:•·•.'..\/'•.: ·1 ::,,:'.·.,~_i;·< ·~: ,· ,,." 

Whether or not such -offer to buy was me.de wi thln the · ' 1 , • 

thirty-day pe:riod. · we are not advised. We pttesume · that .. the Count7 . 
Attorney of Box Elder County has · a oopy of the . Commiss1on•s ordex.; -.. _: .: .. ·· 
in the files ;and you ot:µi get ·the details J;'rom that o~de~ 11 ,·~•:::-<· ~ · :,_··,/· 

.'. ' ·:. ·_; ~·. : ' • '~ . . , . j .' ' ' , ,. :,< '~ ~.•~ ... ' , • ··~, • 

This .C<?~;sa1on does not have jµr..~,s4;,~t1on over linea;\.:_
1
>·.::: ·.: 1 

• 

. such ns the 0110 ... 1n·/quest1on · because soma part ·o:f the business .. ·•. ·. · . ~ · • 
transacted over the line was . in interstate commerce anq ~lie .. ~u~ .. ~;·:. -s.:.,;·, · ,; 
preme Court ·-- of the u. s. hold that 111 oases similar to .this, ~a ·.· ... ,·· ·' . 

. certificate authorizing abandonment 1saued by tha Interstate ·._' :~: ..... :; · 
Commerce Commission cannot be ;.set aside by a state oommlsslon. i · 1 ~.,_r::· ... 

• , ' ••• \'' '.- • • ,. • . • • )I i 

· We trust · we have gi;e~-you· the dea1:r;d ' 1nrorma,t1~h but·--'· 
if anything further 1s need~d please ,advise and we sh.all' .b~ glad .: ·'.\ ·;: · 

. to furnish the same. · . ,~.' ·;. ·,, . . - ,· . . · /. _. · ,; .. / " i: ··r:. : 
( ,,\: . ; -..•: ' : , . 1, f • ' ' • S, , ....... ,. • • • i, , ' ,' · . 

. . . ,, r-, ',.:· : . · • · i. Vorv trulv voura · ; . · · _., • · 
• I ,.,1 , i ' r t • • • , ti ti Ill I i \ ~ •• ' r l ~ 

., 
1-. 

., 

I• 

• \' I ·' I '. ,\ ,, '·•·'' I' .... 

' . DEPARTMENT OF 'nuSINESS REGULATIO.N 
· Publio Service Commissi.on . '}·,.> , ,; 

• •, • lr 1,r • l'j 

Chas. ·A. Root 
Commerco Attorney .. · 

·; I .' 

~· , 

' .. '. 

' ~· ' 

; I 
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